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BRILLIANT WORKS ON
TRUTH, FAITH & SCIENCE

¢ WHAT WOULD SOCRATES SAY?
An Introduction to Philosophy

hilosopher Peter Kreeft says the greatest teacher of

philosophy in all of history was Socrates. In 2400 years,
no one has topped him or his "Socratic method" of teaching
not by monolog but by dialog, not by lecturing but by asking
directed logical questions. Yet none of the hundreds of text-
books for beginning philosophers today use his method.

So Kreeft imagined an ideal "Socrates University" con-
sisting of a log with Socrates at one end and an intelligent,
typical modern student beginner at the other end, conversing
about the central problem in each of the major divisions of
philosophy. Like the real Socrates, this fictionalized version is
grounded in commonsense logic, is fair on all issues but de-
manding of good reasons for every opinion.

WWSSH ... Sewn Hardcover, $24.95

“Many people have written phony Socratic dialogues. Hardly anyone
gives us the real thing — but Kreeft does. There is nothing stiff or
‘cooked’ about these dialogues. They are quests for the legendary beast
called truth. Wonderful stuff”

—J. Budziszewski, Author, What We Can’t Not Know

“Kreeft’s long experience as a scholar and teacher is evident through-
out these lively conversations between the immortal Socrates and we
mere mortals who are intrigued by the possibilities of knowing the
truth. This book merits careful and multiple readings”

—Fr. Robert McTeigue, S.J., Author, Real Philosophy for Real People

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522

4 CHRIST, SCIENCE AND REASON
What We Can Know about Jesus,
Mary, and Miracles

In this unprecedented work, Fr. Robert Spitzer, S.J., explains
the considerable scientific, historical, and exegetical evidence
supporting the historicity, passion, and resurrection of Jesus,
as well as the real presence of Christ's body in the Eucharist.
He also reveals the evidence for the supernatural dimensions
of the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Guadalupe,
Lourdes & Fatima.

The book makes clear that the Catholic Church is not
anti-science, but quite the opposite—it is one of the most
scientifically aware and open religious denominations in
the world. It also makes clear that science is not anti-God,
anti-Christ, or anti-religious.

CSRP ... Sewn Softcover, $21.95

“In his indomitable style, Fr. Spitzer explains how the Church has
supported scientific discovery from the Middle Ages to the present,
and also gives numerous examples of how the Church has engaged
scientific researchers to investigate miracles and inexplicable religious
artifacts like the Shroud of Turin. He makes the case that science can
actually bring one to the doorstep of God”

—Dr. Daniel Kuebler, Biology Professor, Franciscan University

“T urge all, especially science educators, to examine the evidence, rea-
soning and the comprehensive citations so brilliantly presented in this
book. These are the discussions our students want to have about their
faith, and this book gives you the confidence to do so."

—Martin Lindway, Ph.D., Science Chair, Benedictine High School

www.ignatius.com

(800) 651-1531
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Katie Breckenridge (p. 58) works
for the children’s rights organiza-
tion Them Before Us. She holds a
master’s in mental health and well-
ness and a graduate certificate in
trauma-informed practice.

Terrell Clemmons (pp. 5, 8, 10, 62)
is the Deputy Editor of Salvo.

Douglas Ell (p. 53) double-
majored in math and physics at
MIT. He then obtained a master’s
in theoretical mathematics, gradu-
ated from law school, and became
an attorney. His legal training and
work, combined with his academic
science background and indepen-
dent study, inform his approach to
science, religion, and philosophy
as well as his ability to untangle
the confused and often emotional
relationship between science and
religion.

Anthony Esolen, PhD, (p. 48) is
Distinguished Professor at Thales
College. His articles have appeared
in Touchstone, Crisis, First Things,
Inside the Vatican, Public Discourse,
and in his online literary magazine,
Word & Song.

Keith Hess, PhD, (p. 13) is an as-
sociate professor of philosophy and
apologetics at Oklahoma Baptist
University. He's passionate about
mentoring Christians in the life of
the mind.

Bryan Just (p. 24) is the Event &
Executive Services Manager at The
Center for Bioethics and Human
Dignity. He holds a BA in psychol-
ogy and MAs in church history and
theological studies.

Titus Kennedy, PhD, (p. 19) is a
field archaeologist. He has been
involved in excavations and survey
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projects at several archaeological
sites in biblical lands and has con-
ducted artifact research around the
world.

Nicole M. King (p. 22) is the man-
aging editor of The Natural Family,
the quarterly publication of the
International Organization for the
Family.

Mike Mitchell, PhD, (p. 16) holds a
PhD in philosophy and religion and
is the author of The Life Under-
neath: A Story of Murder, Love and
Real Life, and the forthcoming Truth
Before Logic: Finding Wisdom with
the Help of G. K. Chesterton in a
World Blinkered by Scientism.

Emily Morales (p. 12) is an instruc-
tional designer/content developer
for Moody Bible Institute.

Shane Morris (p. 64) is a senior
writer for Breakpoint and host of
the podcast Upstream.

Denyse O’Leary (p. 43) is the editor
of Mind Matters News.

Joshua Pauling (p. 61) is a classical
educator, furniture-maker, and vicar
at All Saints Lutheran Church (LCMS)
in Charlotte, North Carolina. He
also taught high school history for
thirteen years.

Bob Perry (pp. 14, 54) is a gradu-
ate of the U.S. Naval Academy and
Biola University. His aviation career
included eight years in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps and nearly 32 years as a
commercial airline pilot. He blogs at
BobPerry.substack.com.

Robin Phillips (p. 30) has an MA in
historical theology and an MLS in
library science. He is the coauthor
with Joshua Pauling of the forth-
coming We‘re All Cyborgs Now. He
blogs at RobinMarkPhillips.com.

Rick Reed (pp. 7, 46) is a retired
secondary teacher of English and
philosophy who challenged students
to dive deep into the classics of the
Western canon and to think and
write analytically.

Hugh Ross, PhD, (p. 36) is an as-
trophysicist and the founder of the
science-faith integration ministry
Reasons to Believe (RTB) (reasons.
org).

John Stonestreet (p. 64) is presi-
dent of the Colson Center and
co-host of Breakpoint, the daily
commentary on culture begun by
Chuck Colson.

Roberto Ureia (p. 50) holds a
bachelor’s in political science and
economics from the State University
of New York-New Paltz. He writes
on philosophy, religion, and eco-
nomics with a focus on postmodern
Western culture. His hobbies include
chess, jiu-jitsu, and studying ancient
civilizations.

Amanda Witt, PhD, (p. 56) is an edi-
tor for the Discovery Institute and
the author of four dystopian novels
and many shorter works, both fi -
tion and non-fiction. Before turning
to editing, she taught as an adjunct
English and humanities professor.

Jonathan Witt, PhD, (p. 40) is
executive editor of Discovery Insti-
tute Press. He is the coauthor with
astrobiologist Guillermo Gonzalez of
the recently released ID young adult
novel The Farm at the Center of the
Universe.

Bruce Woodall, MD, (p. 27) is a ru-
ral family physician. He and his wife
Dale, also a physician, divide their
time between primary care in Texas
and six months abroad each year
with Free Burma Rangers.
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Return to Babel

Religion in the Post-Christian West

by Terrell Clemmons

Isaac Newton'’s third law of motion states that when-
ever one object exerts a force on another object, the sec-
ond object will exert an equal and opposite force on the
first. Although reactions are less exact, there seems to be
a corollary in the metaphysical realm. After the U.S. was
attacked in 2001 by religious jihadists, we saw a spate of
bestsellers by atheists asserting that “God is not great”
and “religion poisons everything.” Richard Dawkins,
their primary figurehead, called for believers to be ridi-
culed so reason could lead the way, and there followed
a rise of “nones” professing no religion.

Twenty years on, humanity’s
religious impulses have resurged,
but not in the form of our
grandfathers’ ole time religion.
Nor are today’s vaunted ideas
necessarily reasonable. (For just
one example, see “New Age in
Wonderland,” p. 50.) As | write,
the 2024 Olympics are underway.
If it wasn't clear before, the open-
ing ceremony plastered it all over
the internet: Western civilization
is devolving into paganism (see
p. 7 for a breakdown of the term).
Secularism has failed, and old gods
are on the rise.

Religion by Other Names

When we understand the biblical
worldview categories of creation,
fall, and redemption, we can see
how certain narratives mimic the
divine drama. Transgenderism,
for example, is predicated on

the notion of a mystical “gender
identity.” Utterly untethered to
anything physical, it pertains only
to the immaterial soul, but the
soul has a problem. The way for
it to solve its plight is to transi-
tion, after which a new creature
is “born,” complete with a new

name and identity. Earlier this
year, the president made the
death-and-resurrection motif
more explicit when he pro-
claimed March 31 (Easter Sunday)
“Transgender Day of Visibility.”

There are commands, such as
rules against “deadnaming,” and
language prescriptions. And there
are liturgies. The catechized com-
munity offers up refrains of affi -
mation for the new creature, while
meting out punitive measures to
the unregenerate.

Sexual Reality in the

Crosshairs

And no ideological system would
be complete without a clearly
identified enemy. In preparing
this issue, | learned a new word in
the sexual identitarians’ vocabu-
lary: allocishet. It breaks down to
this: “cis” refers to anyone whose
gender identity aligns with his or
her given sex, and “het” means
anyone whose sexual attractions
are hetero. Cishet is simply non-
LGBTQ+. Since the lexicon includes
entries for the sexually neutered
(asexual) and romantically stunted
(aromantic), “allo” was added to

Religious people
are so weird!

create a more precise term des-
ignating only those cishets who
experience sexual-romantic attrac-
tions. (“Allo” means “other” or
“atypical.”)

In simple terms, then, allocis-
het is a neologism for what used
to be seen as a normal, healthy
adult. No doubt, the term originat-
ed in the mind of some academic
theorist, but | learned of it from
a Scholastic resource guide. Yes,
the children’s book publisher (see
p. 12). The point of this etymo-
logical digression is this: while to
early sexual revolutionaries, to be
queer was to be other and take
pride in it, the game has changed.
Now, those of us who recognize
sexual reality are the other—or, in
the flattened universe of critical-
theory dichotomies, we are the
oppressor. And oppressors are not
to be tolerated.

The newspeak is confusing,
but in times of war, confusing the
enemy is a strategic objective.
There is much to lament about
what a return to Babel is doing to
upend the sacred order of reality,
but we bring you these field re-
ports in hopes of helping you and
yours stay informed and prepared
to engage in the spiritual conflic
we find ourselves navigating. The
enemies of all that is good, true,
and beautiful are waging a war
on reality, but we hope you read
on in good courage. In a conflic
between falsehood and reality,
reality always eventually prevails. ®
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Salvo welcomes letters
in response to articles and
blog posts or raising mat-
ters of interest to readers.
Letters may be edited for
space; please keep them
under 200 words.
letters@salvomag.com

|dentity Wisdom

As a new reader of Salvo, | am
writing after reading my first issue.
“ldentity Checkup” (Spring 2024)
was outstanding! The way the doc-
tor gently handled the girl’s ques-
tions was touching. | can picture
Jesus himself lovingly explaining to
her why he made her like he did.
Every adolescent struggling with
gender identity needs to read this
piece. If they did, we could end
this insanity immediately!

| wish the doctor had also ad-
dressed her questions on gays and
explained that the 23rd chromo-
some is naturally attracted to the
opposite. But that is for another
article. Again, outstanding job
publishing this much-needed info.
Keep up the great work.

—Steve Samuelson

Reply:

Thank you for the thoughtful

and affirming feedback. | too am
concerned that youth are receiv-
ing a cultural message that sexual
attraction is a purely subjective
and private feeling experience that
can legitimately go any direction,
rather than something rooted in
the created order and made for the
purpose of procreation as possible
only in the union of an XX female
and XY male. Such thinking opens

6

the door not only to dangerous
sexual experimentation, but to a
failure in developing the strength
of character necessary for impulse
control, setting youth on a path
that can lead to a life lost in hedo-
nistic nihilism or sexual addictions.

In an encounter such as the
one described, | do my best to fo-
cus on the first issue at hand while
maintaining the relationship with
the patient so that the door re-
mains open to future and broader
conversations.

—Bruce Woodall, MD

Not Mad

I'm confused about the inside back
cover of issue 69, which depicts an
advertisement

supporting Planned Parenthood?
If this is the case, | want absolutely
nothing to do with this publica-
tion or renewing my subscription.
Please clarify Salvo's stance on the
subject. Respectfully,

—Aaron Lopez Sr.

Reply:

Thank you for your letter. The
answer to your question is, yes,
the ad (one of our hallmark Fake
Ads) is satire—primarily of gender
theory and pronoun bunk, but

it also takes a swipe at Planned
Parenthood, which is now cash-
ing in on the tsunami of confusion
incited by sex and gender radicals.
We, like you, want nothing to do
with the abortion leviathan.

Our founding editor Bobby
Maddex wrote in Salvo 3 (Summer
2007) that Salvo was launched to
be “a magazine that would iden-
tify the false messages circulat-
ing throughout society and then
deconstruct them, some sort of
guide that would help subscrib-
ers navigate through the jungle
of lies and myths that, tragically,
is the current American cultural
landscape.” The goal then, as now,
is to “demonstrate to readers—us-
ing logic and common sense, yes,
but also humor and ridicule and
parody—that you have to be mad,
blind, or completely apathetic to
buy into some of the mindsets
that pass for truth these days.”
Your letter

of Planned
Parenthood.
Was this a sat-
ire of Planned
Parenthood on
gender identi -
cation and the
use of proper
pronouns, or is
this an actual
advertisement?
If this is a real
purchased
advertise-
ment, what is a
Christian pub-
lication doing

indicates that
you are neither
mad, blind,
nor apathetic
in the face of
cultural confu-
sion. Welcome
to Salvo! We
hope you find it
to be a breath
of fresh, sane
air against a so-
cietal backdrop
of certifiabl
madness.
—Terrell
Clemmons
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Godless

by Rick Reed

PAGAN: n. one who is not a Christian, Muslim, or Jew;
one who professes no religious belief

“Pagan” has undergone an interesting transforma-
tion. In ancient times, the Latin pagus referred to “coun-
try people, provincials, rural dwellers.” Around 1300, it
referred to “a person of non-Christian or non-Jewish”
faith, and by 1568, according to the Oxford English
Dictionary, its adjectival form meant “not belonging

to a nation or community that acknowledges the true
God.” The current definition first appeared in 1908 and
has since been chiefly applied to pantheists and nature

worshipers.

Nineteenth-century philolo-
gists speculated that the religious
sense arose from the fact that
city dwellers adopted Christianity
faster than rural dwellers, who
persisted in worshiping the Greco-
Roman pantheon. More recent
scholars favor the suggestion that
it derives from Roman military
jargon, in which paganus referred
to mere civilians, or what we
might today call “country bump-
kins.” Indeed, both Augustine and
Tertullian used paganus in this
manner.

Theological &
Moral Relativism

Today, John Daniel Davidson
observes that a broader range of
meaning has come into play. In
Pagan America: The Decline of
Christianity and the Dark Age to
Come, he writes, “The term ‘pagan’
... refers rather to an entire system
of belief, which holds that truth is
relative and that we are therefore
free to ascribe sacred or divine sta-
tus to the here and now, to things
or activities, even to human beings
if they're powerful enough.” A

central pillar of this new paganism
holds that, “since nothing is true,
everything is permitted.”

For example, abortion advo-
cates presuppose that a child’s
right to life is not an inalienable
moral absolute but is a relative
matter on which the mother alone
makes a choice based on her mo-
rality and desires. In other words,
it is not the child’s God-given life
that is sacred and inviolable but, as
Howard Moody, ordained minister
in the American Baptist Churches
and the United Church of Christ,
put it, “The right to choose is a
God-given right with which per-
sons are endowed."’

Against the rise of this lawless
relativism, Davidson contends that
it was the teachings of Christianity
that led to the tenets of classi-
cal liberalism and the concept of
rights to begin with. While our
classically liberal founders believed
that the survival of the new re-
public depended on the influenc
of Judeo-Christian religion and
morality, the demands of the new
paganism eschew this influenc
and insist instead that religion
must be a private matter.

Christianity Vis-a-Vis
the New Paganism

Through acts of love and compas-
sion, Christianity supplanted the
concept that might makes right,
the sexual exploitation of both
adults and children, and ulti-
mately the institutions of slavery.
Though rulers and individuals
might defy Christian morality,

its power shaped the intellectual
and spiritual lives of those who
embraced it, giving rise to our
concept of human rights, along
with our sense of the good and
the true and the created beauty
expressed in all the arts.

The word that started as a dis-
missive label for backwoods coun-
try bumpkins may best describe
the aggressive progressivism that
now amalgamates scientism (not
science), a new sacrificial system
(abortion), and a new salvation
(transhumanism), along with a
host of perversions such as trans-
genderism and pedophilia.

Post-Enlightenment thinkers
sought to enjoy the temporal gifts
of Christianity while rejecting their
spiritual wellspring. It was an im-
possible endeavor, and it is failing
before our eyes. Only Christianity
can stand against the new pagan-
ism as it once stood against the
old. To the new pagans who say,
“resistance is futile,” the Christian
can reply in Christ's own words
that even “the gates of hell shall
not prevail.” @

Note

1. Samira Kawash, “Holy Abortion,” First Things
(December 2023).
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Won't Be Cowed

n March 2022, Texas Children’s
I Hospital announced it was ceas-

ing “gender-affirming” care for
minors after Texas Governor Greg
Abbott directed child welfare
agents to treat it like child abuse. In
May 2023, investigative journalist
Christopher Rufo announced he had
received documents showing that
the Houston hospital was nonethe-
less continuing to perform transgen-
der procedures on children as young
as 11 while lying to the public about
it. The whistleblower, 33-year-old
surgeon Eithan Haims, did not

disclose any personally identifiabl
patient information or break any
law, but simply followed through on
his legal obligation and professional
duty to “do no harm.”

On June 4, 2024, he woke up to
three heavily armed U.S. Marshalls
at his door. He has been indicted
by the U.S. Department of Justice
with four felony counts of violat-
ing HIPAA law. He faces up to ten
years in prison and exorbitant legal
fees but refuses to back down.
Rufo characterizes the case as “an
inflection point in the debate on
‘gender-affirming care.’ If Haim
prevails, other courageous doc-
tors and medical professionals will

follow his lead and speak out.”
Indeed, courage is contagious.
In mid-June, a second whistleblow-
er brought forth information about
the hospital’s billing Medicaid for
underage “reassignment” pro-
cedures in violation of state law.
Readers can support and follow
Haim'’s case at www.givesendgo.
com/texas_whistleblower. e

Sources: https://www.city-journal.org/article/sex-change-procedures-at-texas-childrens-hospital; https://www.lifesitenews.
com/news/whistleblower-doctor-refuses-to-be-intimidated-by-govt-after-exposing-transgender-surgeries-on-minors;
https://www.city-journal.org/article/doj-indicts-doctor-who-exposed-the-barbarism-of-gender-affirming-car

small group of

Science in Medicine Returns freethinking

he Front Line Covid-19 Critical
Care Alliance (FLCCC) was

founded in March 2020 by a

doctors who
focused their efforts on prevention
and early treatment of Covid-19. In
June 2024, FLCCC announced the
launch of a new medical journal
that will publish crucial scientifi
research, including often-under-re-
ported topics of growing concern in
the medical community. “This new
multispecialty medical journal will
advance unbiased, high-quality med-
ical knowledge and evidence-based
resources. Notably, the Journal of

the FLCCC Alliance will not accept
funding from pharmaceutical com-
panies or governmental agencies. In
an era where impartiality in medical
publications is often clouded by sig-
nificant bias and conflicts of interest,
the Journal of the FLCCC Alliance
will stand as an ethical force of
independence and objectivity—un-
influenced by corporate interests or
public health agency agendas,” read
the press release. FLCCC is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit funded entirely by dona-
tions from individuals and charitable
organizations. ®

Source: https://covid19criticalcare.com/flccc-journal-announcement

Pride Subdued

n June 2023, Idaho MassResistance
I parents objected (peacefully) to

a "Pride” event being held in a
public venue near a playground
where children would be exposed
to sexual profligacy. After the
event, they published photos of the
deviance that had been on public
display. Notably, the Pride 2024
event was smaller and more “tame,”

suggesting that the mere publica-
tion of photos had had a dampen-
ing effect.

And it gets better. In expec-
tation of a repeat protest, Pride
2024 organizers had posted signs
warning that MassResistance was a
“hate group” and recommending
Pride celebrants “ignore” them.
But MassResistance had a differ-
ent plan for 2024. They reserved a
nearby pavilion, hung a banner that
read “Prideful No More,” and ran

continuous videos of detransition-
ers telling their stories. Ironically,
the warning signs likely drew more
attention than they would have oth-
erwise received. “Most of them had
never heard our information be-
fore,” MassResistance reported af-
terward. “Several of them thanked
us for being there. ... we brought a
message to the ‘Pride month’ event
that people there needed to hear.
All'in all, it was a very successful
day.” e

Source: https://www.massresistance.org/docs/gen5/24b/ID-pride-subdued-by-MR-protest/index.html
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keeping parents
out of the loop.
Around 20,000
districts across the U.S. have ad-
opted some version of a secrecy or

Parents Informing Parents

n 2015, the ACLU, in combination
I with several gay activist groups,
published a 68-page document

titled “Schools in Transition: A
Guide for Supporting Transgender
Students in K-12 Schools.” It recom-
mended ways to affirm children’s
transgender and gender-expansive
expressions while proactively

“Schools in Transition” model.
Parents Defending Education
tracks implementations of these
policies, along with other concern-
ing agenda-driven intrusions in

parent-exclusion policy based on the

education, by school district. Parents

can search by zip code at https://
defendinged.org/ to keep abreast of
developments in their area. ©

Source: https://crossexamined.org/the-real-life-horror-stories-of-gender-ideology-and-public-schools-with-laura-bryant-

hanford/

Not All Unicorns & Rainbows

Public Religion Research
Alnstitute poll released in June

shows that LGBT+ enthusi-
asm is waning. A total of 65 percent

of U.S. respondents in 2024 support-
ed “marriage” (51 percent) or some
other legal recognition (14 percent)
of same-sex unions, a seven-point
drop from the 72 percent
total in 2021. The average
drop across 26 countries was
three percentage points.
Regarding corporate
promotions of LGBT+ in
marketing, less than half (44
percent) approved in 2024,

a five-point drop since 2021. Less
than a third (27 percent) support
transgender athletes competing

in the category of their preferred,
as opposed to their natal, sex,
representing another five-poin
drop since 2021. Lifesite's Jonathon
Van Maren attributes the drop in
support to people realizing “that
there is no room for moderates on
the progressive Left. You get with
the sexual revolution and get over
your squeamishness or you get out.
Plenty of people,” he comments
drily, “are opting for the latter.”

Sources: https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2024-05/Pride % 20Report%20FINAL.pdf; https:/www.
lifesitenews.com/blogs/support-for-homosexual-marriage-declining-in-the-us-as-more-americans-wake-up-to-lgbt-agenda/

Long Story Short

ome scientific concepts are
S best conveyed through visu-

als, and when the visuals are
engaging and entertaining, that's
all the better. In 2020, the Discovery
Institute published the first episode
in its Long Story Short series. The
series offers animated videos (about
8-12 minutes each) that explain key
points in the evolution-ID debate.
ID proponents are used to online
trolls taking potshots, but much of
the feedback on Long Story Shorts
has been positive. A biology pro-
fessor commented on Episode 12
(“The Myth of Junk DNA") that
he had learned something new

from it. Other commenters said,
“"These are a fantastic resource | use
when teaching high school stu-
dents,” “Really great and accessible

breakdown of the topic ... as
entertaining as science can possibly
be!” and “the best video series on
YouTube.” e

Source: https://www.discovery.org/video-series/long-story-short
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Next Gen Drag?

n December 2023, Pope Francis
I announced the World Children’s
Day initiative, sponsored by the
Dicastery for Culture and Education
to address the question of what
kind of world we wish to pass on to
the "little ones” who are growing
up. The first World Children’s Day
was held in May at Olympic Stadium
and St. Peter’s Square in Rome
with a reported attendance of fty

thousand, including children from

more than 100 countries. One event

featured Salerno native and drag
performer Carmine De Rosa, who

danced for small
children in drag. A
quick-change artist,
De Rosa report-
edly performed in
multiple outfits
including suggestive
cardboard costumes.
If the Dicastery
for Culture and
Education wants the little ones to
grow up in a world of sexual confu-
sion, World Children’s Day 2024 was
a fitting start.

Sources: https://www.romereports.com/en/2024/05/24/pope-francis-will-spend-the-weekend-celebrating-
the-first-eve -world-childrens-day/; https://www.worldchildrenday.org/; https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/
male-drag-artist-dances-for-kids-at-vaticans-world-childrens-day

“Choose Life"” = Terrorism

leaked slide from a July 10
terrorism briefing at Fort
Liberty (formerly Fort Bragg)

listed several pro-life organizations
as terrorists. The day after a photo
of a slide showing the logos of the
National Right to Life Committee
and Operation Rescue, along with

a New York state “Choose Life”
license plate, under the heading
“TERRORIST GROUPS” was posted
online, the military walked back the
slide as “not vetted by the appropri-
ate approval authorities” and said

that the slides
had been pulled.
But the
slanderous assertion appears
not to be a one-off oversight.
On July 12, Sen. Ted Budd (R-NC)
wrote a letter to Army Secretary
Christine Wormuth. After noting
drily that “the American public
expects the Department of Defense
and its personnel to defend the
homeland from actual terrorists,
not Americans who seek protec-
tions for children in the womb,” he
asked, among other questions, how
long the slides had been in use. On
July 16, Ms. Wormuth responded,

saying that while “these slides do
not represent the official policy or
views of the U.S. Army,” they have
been used at Fort Liberty “for at
least the last seven years.” o

Sources: https://www.lifenews.com/2024/07/23/army-has-labeled-pro-life-americans-terrorists-for-over-7-years/;
https://x.com/SenTedBuddNC/status/1813980220161974620/photo/3

Technoference

he term “technoference”
Thas been used to refer to

“an interruption in a social
interaction caused by device use.”
Researchers at the University of
Texas—Austin evaluated the extent
to which phone use interfered with
interactions among mother-infant
pairs and found that, overall, the
mothers’ verbal interactions with

their children dropped by 16 percent

while they were using their phones.

For extended periods of phone use
(seven minutes or more), the moth-
ers’ per-minute word count dropped

by 12 percent,
but for brief
snippets of
phone use, as
little as one to
two minutes,

it dropped by
26 percent.
Parents in the
know are well
aware that indis-
criminate phone
use is harmful to children. This study
offers evidence that the harm may
operate in more ways than one. ¢

Source: https://www.theepochtimes.com/health/phone-use-reduced-mother-to-infant-speech-by-16-percent-study-5676087
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Abortion Malinformation

ore than half of abor-
tions in America are now
chemically induced at home.

Proponents call them “self-managed
medication abortions.” Although
commonly called the “abortion pill,”
the regimen consists of two pills,
mifepristone and misoprostol, taken
a day or two apart. The first blocks
progesterone, thus ending the life
of the child. The second causes
uterine contractions to expel it. It is
FDA-approved for up to ten weeks’
gestation, but a study published
last year in the journal Obstetrics
& Gynecology has been lauded as
finding that women can successfully
abort at home even “well beyond
the first trimester.”

There are devils lurking in the
details, here. The oddly worded
conclusion of the study addresses

abortion “com-
pletion,” but not
safety. “People
who self-managed an abortion
with medication between 9 and

16 weeks of gestation had high
levels of abortion completion and
accessed health care to confir
completion or to treat potential
complications.” Continuing: “fin -
ings ... indicate that abortion com-
pletion between 9 and 16 weeks
of gestation remains high when
the medication is self-managed ...
findings support the conclusion
that with accurate information and
support, people are capable of fol-
lowing instructions on how to take
medications required to medically
manage abortion between 9 and 16
weeks of gestation.”

The laudatory PR rarely notes
the study’s additional finding that
“one in four women sought ‘medical
care’ after their abortions.” Let that

sink in—one in four. Reasons for
seeking post-abortion medical care
included bleeding, pain, fever, and
discharge, and treatments included
“procedural evacuation of the
uterus,” “blood transfusion,” and
“overnight [stays] in the hospital.”

So women'’s health be damned,
but come hell or high water, the
“people” followed instructions and
the abortions were “complete.”
Apparently, we are to take that as
"success.” ®

Sources: https:/pregnancyhelpnews.com/another-pro-abortion-study-concluding-that-chemical-abortions-are-safe-later-
in-pregnancy; https://journals.lww.com/greenjournal/fulltext/2023/08000/effectiveness_of_self managed_medication_

abortion.13.aspx

Men Demanding Babies

consortium of gay activ-
ist groups, including one
called “Family Equality” and

another one called “Men Having
Babies,” has succeeded in getting

a bill introduced in
the U.S. House of
Representatives. In
simple terms, the Equal Access to
Reproductive Care Act would enable
anyone to procure the services of
sperm donors, surrogates, and as-
sisted reproduction practitioners as a
standard medi-
cal expense. It
currently has
54 cosponsors
(all Democrat).
The lan-
guage contor-
tions might
make George
Orwell blush.
First, pregnan-
cy is something
that is "effec-
tuated.” The
bill define
assisted

reproduction as “any methods, treat-
ments, procedures, and services for
effectuating a pregnancy and bring-
ing it to term.” And it completely
redefines the meaning of infertility.
Men Having Babies praised the bill’s
“new definition of ‘infertility’ that
includes ‘a person’s inability to re-
produce either as a single individual
or with a partner without medical
intervention.’” Also, don’t miss that
“reproductive care,” here, neces-
sarily encompasses far more than
the standard range of conventional
obstetrics services.

For men and women to want
to become parents is natural. But to
forego the natural means by which
babies have been made throughout
human history, yet still demand on
grounds of “equality” the services
of others to satisfy those desires, is a
new low in the annals of humanistic
hubris. e

Sources: https://thebridgehead.ca/2022/08/16/Igbt-group-men-having-babies-backs-democrat-bill-funding-surrogate-
children-for-same-sex-couples/; https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4391/all-info
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Perverting with Pride

Scholastic Books:
Promoting Queerness for
Children of All Ages

by Emily Morales

Background

Scholastic has been a trusted
source for children’s books for
nearly 100 years. Since the 1980s,
Scholastic Book Fairs have been
delivering classic series, such as The
Baby-Sitters Club and The Magic
School Bus, along with nonfictio
titles showcasing American heroes,
historical events, and natural
wonders, directly to schools.
Parents and children alike could
shop with confidence, knowing
that Scholastic materials were
wholesome and age appropriate.
While the dawn of the new millen-
nium saw an increase in resources
aligned with progressive environ-
mental and social justice causes,
these did not actively undermine
traditional values surrounding
marriage and family or sexuality
and identity.

Reason for Surveillance

Not so anymore. Scholastic has
now expanded its catalog to in-
clude a range of literature cen-
tered on LGBTQ+ themes. Among
additions too numerous to list here
is Melissa (for readers ages 8-12;
previously published as George),
in which “Melissa,” a gender-
confused boy known to the rest
of the world as George, dreams
of playing the role of Charlotte in
his fourth-grade play, Charlotte’s
Web. Despite facing obstacles
from his teacher and mother,

12

IZH

identities, “feelings,” “irresistible
romance,” and “the delightful
ways in which love works.”

Most Egregious Offense

As if the metastasizing array of
trans and queer literature were
not enough, in 2023 Scholastic

released a 12-page “Read

with Pride” resource guide’
for educators, caregivers, and
advocates (there is a curious
absence of the words “par-
ents,” “moms,” and “dads”).
It provides definitions of a
wide spectrum of gender and
sexual identities, a resource
list of LGBTQ-advocacy
organizations and websites,
and a list of recommended
books for children ages zero
to young adult. Informed
parents will not be surprised
at Scholastic’s shift; the
ideological capture of schools
and libraries has long been
apparent, making a trusted
children’s publisher the

George/Melissa conspires with his
friend Kelly (the girl who was cast
as Charlotte) to play the role of
the spider, thus enabling him to
reveal his “true self” to his family
and classmates. The story ends on
a "happy” note as “Melissa” find
joy and acceptance living as “her”
authentic self. The award-winning
author of Melissa, which has now
been published in 15 languages,
is Alex Gino, who identifies as
genderqueer. Scholastic offers
several books by Gino and others
featuring queer child protagonists
heroically coming to terms with
aberrant sexualities and identi-
ties, often in the face of villains
who see human sexuality only in
the narrow context of cisgender
binaries.

So as to leave no age range
out, Scholastic offers picture books
such as My Moms Love Me for
children as young as three, and,
for adolescents, a generous line of
graphic novels celebrating queer

perfect vector for further dis-
semination of progressive, sexual
ideologies.

The guide riffs off of the
Critical Theory oppressor-op-
pressed binary in a way that sets
up framing of anyone adhering
to traditional values as “others,”
if not villains. A new term in the
two-page glossary, allocishet is
“a shorthand to describe people
whose gender and sexuality are
privileged by society.” That would
include all non-affirming moms
and dads, along with everyone else
who recognizes the sexual binary
and heterosexuality as the norm.
Meanwhile affirming “allies”"—
teachers, school nurses, counselors,
coaches, librarians, and administra-
tors—are cast as accepting heroes,
thus further making schools unsafe
for children’s innocence. ®

Note

1. The Scholastic webpage for this guide is no
longer active. Salvo saved a copy, and at the
time this issue went to print, excerpts were also
available at Massachusetts Informed Parents’s
Substack.
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Fallen Christians,

Perfect God

Why the Existence of Hypocrites

Doesn'’t Falsify Christianity
by Keith Hess

“How can Christianity be true when it's caused so
much harm?” “l don't believe in God because Christians
are hypocritical.” Perhaps you've encountered these ob-
jections, or perhaps you've made them. It's understand-
able that someone would move away from Christianity

because of Christians who don't live up to it. But logically

it doesn’t follow that because Christians have caused
harm, Christianity itself is therefore false.

Acknowledge Harm

At the outset, let me recognize
the harm. John Dickson catalogues
some of the evil Christians have
done in the name of Christianity
in his book Bullies and Saints: An
Honest Look at the Good and

Evil of Christian History. He also
records how Christians have done
good for the world. (Like hospi-
tals? Thank the Church.)

However, the harm contin-
ues today. Pastors fail, Christians
snub, the church hurts. To some
extent it's not surprising. In fact,
the Scriptures predict it. Jesus told
his disciples that there would be
false prophets among his people
(Matthew 7:15), and Paul writes
that all of mankind falls short of
God'’s standards (Romans 3:23). We
are all hypocritical to some extent.

But not all perceived harm is
actual harm. Christians are often
accused of being unloving. Perhaps
that's because there’s disagree-
ment over what it means to be
loving. Christians ought not defin
loving behavior according to cur-
rent—and ever-shifting—cultural
standards but by the life of Christ.
Sometimes the most loving thing

to do is to call out bad behavior.
And that's not always received
well, even when done well.

Does Not Follow

Again, just because Christians
are imperfect, it does not mean
Christianity is false. This is a non
sequitur: the conclusion does not
follow from the premise. It's an-
other way of saying that the argu-
ment isn’t valid. For an argument
to be valid, the conclusion must
be true whenever the premise(s)
are true. For example: Ed is a
horse; therefore, Ed is a mammal.
If it's true that Ed is a horse, it
must be true that Ed is a mammal.
Alternatively, we could argue that
Ed is a mammal; therefore, Ed is a
horse. But this is an invalid argu-
ment. Even if it's true that Ed is a
mammal, it doesn’t follow that
he's a horse—he could be a dog
or a human or any of a number of
other mammals.

So is the argument under
consideration a valid argu-
ment? No. Consider it again:
Christians are imperfect; therefore,
Christianity is false. It still may be
true that Christianity is true even

if Christians are imperfect. And
as mentioned above, it's part of
Christian teaching that Christians
are imperfect.

The Standard for Truth

So what would make Christianity
true? There's a lot to say here, but
let’s focus on two major claims
Christianity makes: God exists, and
Jesus rose from the dead. What
makes a claim true is that it corre-
sponds to reality. If God is real and
Jesus actually rose from the dead,
then Christianity is true. This is so
whether or not Christians live up
to Christian standards. God would
be pretty fragile if his existence de-
pended upon how well Christians
behaved themselves.

Still, Don’t Be a Jerk

This doesn’t give the Christian
license. If you're a Christian, live up
to it! Jesus told his disciples that
their behavior toward one another
would affect their witness: “By
this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one
another” (John 13:35).

So don’t dishonor his name
by living for yourself. Don't sin so
that grace may abound. (Yet grace
still abounds.) Let your light shine
before others so that they may
see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven. Don’t be
the reason someone walks away
from Christ. While the truth of
Christianity does not depend on
your virtuous living, the well-being
of others does. ®
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Spy for Life

Jim Olson: Eschewing Cynicism in the Face of Evil

by Bob Perry

If you ask the gray-haired, mild-mannered pro-
fessor emeritus from the Texas A&M Bush School of
Government if “Jim Olson” is really his name, he will
tell you, “It is now.” Jim must be coy about identifying
himself too cavalierly. There are dangerous people all
around the world who are not too fond of him, mostly
because of how successful he was at stealing their

secrets.

After serving as the CIA's Chief
of Counterintelligence, Jim could
tell you plenty of stories about his
career as a spy. He describes his
most dangerous mission as one
that began by slinking down a
Moscow manhole. Alone at night,
he navigated below the Russian
streets to place a listening device
on one of the Soviets' top-secret
communications cables. If caught,
he would have undoubtedly been
executed and his disappearance
explained away with a cover story.

It's a night that lives as a vivid
memory for Jim, but in one way, it
was not unique at all. On this and
every mission, Olson recalls that,
“1 had this physical feeling—very
palpable—that | was not alone.
That [God] was there. | could feel
his protective presence. | can't tell
you how much strength and con -
dence that gave me."’

His name may not always have
been “Jim Olson,” but one thing
about him that has never changed
is the faith that emanates outward
from the core of his being. That
faith motivated him to confront
evil wherever he found it. And he

has spent a lifetime doing just that.

Doing Something

After rising to the rank of lieuten-
ant commander in the U.S. Navy,
Jim attended law school at the

14

University of lowa. In his final year
there, he was approached by a CIA
recruiter. After an initial interview
and pledge of confidentiality, Jim
was subjected to rigorous vetting
that left no area of his private life
untouched. But the further he
moved through the process, the
more intrigued he became with it.
With the haunting specter of the
Cold War looming in the back-
ground, Olson saw Communist
totalitarianism as an existential
threat to freedom around the
world. Joining the CIA seemed like
an answer to the call he felt to go
out and do something about it.

Once established in the agency,
he met Meredith. They were soon
married, and they went on to
operate as a husband-and-wife spy
team in Paris, Mexico City, Vienna,
and Moscow. Tom Clancy used the
couple (without their permission) as
the model for the central charac-
ters in his Cold War spycraft novel,
Red Rabbit. The Olsons helped
penetrate every important entity
in Russia—the foreign ministry,
the defense ministry, and the KGB.
They provided unprecedented,
incredibly valuable information to
the U.S. government. But they were
doing it at great personal risk.

Their children were in constant
danger—at one point in Vienna,
threatened directly by name at
their home address. They had close
friends who began to vanish in
the 1980s, victims of moles inside
the CIA who were selling out their
fellow agents for cash. One of the
moles was a colleague they had
known since 1976—the infamous
Aldrich Ames, who sold secrets to
the Soviets from 1985 to 1994. Jim
holds him in contempt to this day,
not just for selling secrets, but for
his culpability for the murder of
several fellow American agents.

The Biblical Case

for Spying

The Olsons manipulated, coerced,
and stole from the enemies of
America. They lied every day of
their lives, not just to their targets,
but to their family. For the 31
years they operated undercover,
Meredith's parents believed their
daughter had married an un-
derachiever who couldn’t hold a
steady job, who barely eked out a
living, and who moved his family
all over the world for no apparent
reason. The Olsons lived a double
life—but they did all of it with a
clear conscience.

In his book, Fair Play: The
Moral Dilemmas of Spying, Olson
makes the case that all of it was
consistent with their faith. In the
hierarchy of moral realism, they



were fighting in a greater global
war against the evil of atheistic
Communism. Done with proper
oversight, says Jim, “Spying is bibli-
cal.” But there are limits.

What constitutes accept-
able moral behavior in any
given operational scenario
has too often been left to
the judgment of indi-
vidual intelligence officers
their supervisors, or other
senior officials. This has
been a recipe for confu-
sion, abuse, and cover-up.
No profession, particularly
one that can hide behind
a veil of secrecy, should
police itself.?

Pursuing moral clarity was not just
a theoretical enterprise for the
Olsons. It was a way of life.

The Moral Evil
of Our Time

The Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade
decision in January 1973 stands
as another vivid memory for Jim
Olson. The pure
evil of it struck him
like a lightning
bolt:

Meredith and
| were face-to-
face with a lot
of Communist
evil. It was
vicious and
cruel. But
abortion—the
slaughter of
innocent human beings—
is the greatest moral evil
of our time.3

When they left the CIA in

1997, the Olsons were given the
opportunity to confront evil in a
new way. In 1998, a year after Jim
began teaching at the Bush School
of Government in College Station,
Texas, Planned Parenthood opened
an abortion center across town.

To Jim Olson,
persistence in the
face of evil is not

optional, no matter
how futile the
cause may seem.

A few years later, four young
members of the local Coalition for
Life held a prayer vigil as a firs
step in trying to bring an end to
abortion in their community. Their
campaign of prayer and fasting,
community outreach, and peace-
ful vigil over a 40-day timespan
eventually became the basis for
the pro-life ministry now known as
“40 Days for Life.” Jim Olson was
the founding board chair of that
organization.

Today, the ministry Olson
helped launch has spread to
dozens of countries on six con-
tinents. One such location is in
Moscow. That's ironic in itself,
but the Olsons’ fight against evil
has come full circle in more ways
than that. Today, the very building
that housed that College Station
Planned Parenthood now houses
the 40 Days for Life headquarters.*

“Eschew Cynicism”

For 50 years, Roe enjoyed legal
dominance in America. Much
like the Cold War Soviet Union, it
seemed too formidable a nem-
esis to ever be
defeated. During
his time in the CIA,
Jim Olson couldn’t
imagine he would
ever witness the
collapse of the
USSR. Likewise,
he never believed
Roe would be
overturned. But he
approached both
of those battles in
the same way. To
Jim Qlson, persistence in the face
of evil is not optional, no matter
how futile the cause may seem.
On his office desk at the Bush
Center, Olson displays a sign he
had custom-made to greet his
visitors. The sign reads, “Eschew
Cynicism,” and he explains why:

You're going to see things
in government, or even
the pro-life movement,

that will depress you.
You're going to see poli-
tics, careerism, dishonesty,
corruption, illegality. It's
very easy to become cyni-
cal and disillusioned—to
think it's pointless and the
forces against you are win-
ning. But if you lose hope
or your idealism, you've
lost everything. You have
to stay focused on your
vision, your mission. That's
what will give you the
strength to carry on.®

Very few of us will ever serve
as spies or found a global pro-life
ministry. But every one of us can
apply Jim Olson’s outlook to what-
ever we do in our little corner of
the world. Fighting evil is always
the right thing to do, whether or
not we ever see our efforts pay off
this side of eternity. @

Notes

1. "Under Cover with CIA Spy Jim Olson,” 40
Days for Life Podcast, Season 8, Episodes 15 &
16.

2. James Olson, Fair Play: The Moral Dilemmas
of Spying (Potomac Books, 2006), Preface.

3. Podcast, Ep16.

4. See Unplanned (2019) for the film version of
this story.

5. Podcast, Ep16.
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“The Science”

The relationship that ensues
between Gulliver and the
Lilliputians is like that be-
tween much of the modern
West and the concept of
science. Just as Gulliver's ini-
tial act of heroism inspires
the Lilliputians to believe
he’s more powerful than
he actually is, the dazzling
feats of modern science
have inclined many of us to
think of science not simply
as a life-enriching tool but
as an all-encompassing,
life-directing authority. In
the popular imagination,
science has ascended to a
place of privilege in field
where its claims to authori-
ty are about as legitimate as
Gulliver's conceits about his
personal history. Today, the
phrase “The Science” makes
an impression on the minds
of many moderns similar to
the effect “The Crown” had
on the minds of medieval
English subjects—to ques-
o o tion the legitimacy of The Crown

Lame I magl n I ngs was to set oneself at odds with

an immutable authority, to step

outside the boundaries of the

The Irony of Scientistic Hubris world in which wise and decent
people live.
by Mike Mitchell To think of “The Science” this

way is to embrace the philosophy

. - . , . of “scientism.” Steven Pinker, one
In the 2010 film rendition of Gulliver’s Travels, Gulliver of its giddiest proponents, wrote

(Jack Black) arrives in Lilliput from a mysterious unknown that “The moral worldview of any
land. The Lilliputians are suspicious of him—until he scientifically literate person—one

rescues the princess and saves the king. They then hail who is not blinkered by funda-
mentalism—requires a clean break

him as “our savior,” and he uses this n_ewfound status from religious conceptions of
to portray himself as someone fantastically superior to meaning and value. ... The world-
the shipwrecked mailroom clerk he really is. He is the view that guides the moral and

noble and victorious President, and the Awesome from  sPiritual values of a knowledge-
able person today is the worldview

the Island of Manhattan whose father was Darth Vader.  gien to us by science.”" Similarly,
He also died in the sinking of the Titanic but was later T. H. Huxley (a.k.a. “Darwin’s
revived. The Lilliputians’ imaginations are shaped by his  Bulldog”) captured the episte-
completely fabricated lore, so they accept his audacious =~ Mo!ogy of scientism more than a
) ) . . hundred years ago when he said,
claims without question and build an elaborate home for 1 scientific method [is] the

him. only method by which truth could

16



be ascertained ... it is inevitable
that [what is called] the scientifi
method must extend itself to all
forms of enquiry.”?

But enthroning science as a
supreme arbiter in “all forms of
inquiry” results in something like
an attempt to reproduce the full
text of Hamlet in Morse code. As
unequivocal as such language
may be—or as promising as it may
seem—many of the most impor-
tant aspects of human flouris -
ing are no more accessible to the
scientific method than they are to
Morse code. We should be deeply
grateful for the ways science and
technology have enriched our
lives, but we should also realize
the limits of scientific insight.

The good news is hubris inevi-
tably ends in folly. The more over-
confiden adherents to scientism
become, the more they expose
the fact that the most important
things in life lie outside the scope
of science.

The Overconfiden
Paranormal Investigator

There are few better examples of
tragicomic, overconfident sci-
entism than the argument pro-
posed by radio host and paranor-
mal investigator Carrie Poppy in
her 2017 TED talk, "“A Scientifi
Approach to the Paranormal.” She
began by explaining some disturb-
ing phenomena she experienced
upon entering her home: hearing
spooky wind noises and feeling a
physical pressure on her chest and
a distinct sense of dread as if she
were being watched. She naively
suspected these to be signs of a
haunting and even resorted to a
spiritual cleansing ritual in which
she burned sage to repel evil
spirits.

But then she consulted a
group of skeptics who suggested
that her home was not haunted
but had been poisoned by a car-
bon monoxide leak. So she called
the gas company. The technician
who came out told her, “It's a

really good thing that you called
us tonight, because you could have
been dead very soon.” Her audi-
ence then erupted in a response of
sympathetic triumph.
She explains
that this liberat-
ing “disillusion-
ment” was the
epiphany that led

When someone

caused by purely material causes—
causes completely accessible to the
scientific method. The unstated
premise is that spiritual beings (if
they exist at all) cannot affect ma-
terial things.
Therefore, we
are saved from
“superstition”
by always

her to become

a paranormal
investigator focus-
ing on scientifi
explanations of
alleged paranor-
mal activity. In the
culmination of her
talk, she con-
cludes, “I've done
over 70 investiga-
tions like this. |

admonishes us to
drop our belief in a
nonmaterial will and
attribute everything
about human beings
to biochemicals, there
is always an implicit
expectation that we

appealing
to “science”
rather than
to religious or
supernatural
explanations.
In this way,
truth wins over
falsehood.
And so
Ms. Poppy is
commended

would love to
tell you that nine
times out of ten,
science wins, saves
the day, it's all ex-
plained. That's not
true. [Rhetorical
pause] The truth is, ten times out
of ten, science wins. It saves the
day!”

As one might expect, this
also triggers a swell of victorious
applause from the scientistically
minded congregation. It's doubt-
ful any of them realized that their
very reaction gave clear evidence
of a distinctly nonmaterial reality
to which they all had access.

The Elephant in the
Room of Scientistic
Triumphalism

The folly comes to light when we
consider exactly what Ms. Poppy
was being commended for. What
specifically does science “win"?
And what are we saved from when
science “saves the day”? Clearly,
the supposed victory is that of
science over superstition, which
came when she “learned” that all
events thought to be caused by
supernatural powers were actually

make an exception
for the one speaking.

by the audi-
ence for the
honorable trait
of aligning her
beliefs with
the facts, even
when the facts
are contrary to her preconceived
notions. While fools would rather
believe a happy lie than a disturb-
ing truth, she values the truth, and
the audience applauds her virtue
in this respect. She is praiseworthy,
while others who choose famil-
iarity and comfort over truth are
derelict.

But the elephant in this room
of naturalistic triumphalism is that,
without a free and undetermined
will—that is, apart from the hu-
man capacity for decision-mak-
ing—there can be no such thing as
moral praise or blame.

In choosing to acknowledge
the greater value of one thing
(the truth) over another (per-
sonal bias), Ms. Poppy affects the
material realm via a nonmaterial
cause—the force of her will—by
choosing to focus her attention
on, and change, her behavior.

As C. S. Lewis explains, “If we
are in fact spirits, not Nature's
offspring, then there must be
some point (probably the brain)
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at which created spirit even now
can produce effects on matter not
by manipulation or technics but
simply by the wish to do so. If that
is what you mean by magic then
magic is a reality manifested every
time you move your hand or think
a thought.”?

Nonmateriality & the
Meaning of Words

This may seem like a controversial
point, but it is a matter of fact
confirmed in common experience.
If a man gets drunk at a party and
says to someone he’s barely met,
“l love you” or “Did you know |
used to be an astronaut?”, an-
other person—a friend, perhaps
worried for his safety—might say,
“Don’t take him seriously. It's the
alcohol talking.” This is common
enough to be cliché, and it illus-
trates our understanding of the
indissoluble, nonmaterial soul of
human beings.

The idea that we shouldn’t
take a drunk person’s words
seriously clarifies the distinction
between the chemical and the per-
son. We know that the words of
an intoxicated person are suspect
because the words are attributed
to the effect of a chemical (alco-
hol) rather than to the person. It's
not him talking. The thoughts the
words express are not originating
from his mind, or at least not from
his “right mind.”

To use another example, the
words “I love you” are only mean-
ingful if they come from the heart,
that is from the spiritual will or
intent of the individual. It does not
matter whether it's the alcohol or
the natural-chemicals-in-the-brain-
since-birth talking. If one believes
that human beings are entirely
reducible to, and thus determined
by, chemical reactions, then every
word any person ever says is just
as nonsensical and meaningless as

and behavior, “There is no extra
part of me [apart from spiritless
matter] that could decide to see
the world differently.”# If this is
so, the appropriate response to
every word ever spoken would be,
“Pay no attention. That's just the
chemicals talking.” But, of course,
we're then left with the very tricky
problem of taking seriously the
words of the person telling us that
all other words are only caused by
mindless chemicals. When some-
one admonishes us to drop our
belief in a nonmaterial will and
attribute everything about human
beings to biochemicals, there is al-
ways an implicit expectation that
we make an exception for the one
speaking.

This being the case, every
time someone makes an argu-
ment, every time we speak the
truth to counter a falsehood,
every time we declare with con-
viction, "I mean it! With all my
heart!” we are making emphatic
and pronounced our nonmate-
rial, spiritual nature, which can
no more be attributed to atoms
and chemicals than a man'’s self-
sacrifice in battle can be attrib-
uted to a nervous reflex. Medals
are not given to commemorate
an excess of adrenaline. White
gowns and wedding rings are not
poetic expressions of reproductive
hormones.

The Lamest

Those who take pride in intellectu-
al superiority for forcing spirit and
matter into a zero-sum game bring
to mind another character from
Gulliver’s Travels. General Edward
Edwardian is jealous of Gulliver,
but his attempt to establish his su-
periority backfires when he tries to
use language from Gulliver’s world
that he doesn’t understand:

Gulliver (unaware that

Edward (indignantly): “A
lame what? It is my im-
pression that ‘lame ass’ is a
negative expression from
whence you came. If this

is the case, you shall be
thrown into stocks!”

Gulliver: “No, no, no, no.
‘Lame ass’ means great,
brave, courageous—heart-
of-a-lion man.”

Edward: “Then | am not
just a lame ass. | am a big
lame ass.”

Gulliver: “The biggest!”

Edward: "I, General
Edward Edwardian, am
the biggest lame ass in all
of the land!”

Delusions of Degradation

People who think they are expos-
ing the impossibility of nonmate-
rial reality by triumphantly pro-
claiming, “Ten times out of ten,
science saves the day,” are playing
General Edwardian’s role, but in
the opposite direction. Edward has
a delusion of grandeur, which is
comically exposed by his ignorance
of a certain phrase; naturalist phi-
losophers have a delusion of deg-
radation. They think they are only
tissues and chemical configur -
tions, when really, they are blazing
spirits—a truth ironically revealed
in the spiritual passion with which
they argue against the possibility
of spiritual power. ®

Notes

1. Steven Pinker, Enlightenment Now, The Case
for Reason, Science, Humanism, and Progress
(2019), p. 394.

2. T. H. Huxley, “Professor Huxley on Men of
Science,” The Mechanics’ Magazine (October
14, 1871), pp. 284-85; quoted in The Territories
of Science and Religion, by Peter Harrison
(2015).

3. C. S. Lewis, Miracles, Ch. 16.

4. Sam Harris, Free Will.

the words of a thoroughly drunk
person.

As Sam Harris says about
one’s ability to choose his outlook
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Edward is approach-
ing from behind): “This
Edward guy seems like
kind of a lame ass.”

—This article has been adapted from Truth
Before Logic: Finding Wisdom with G. K.
Chesterton in a World Blinkered by Scientism,
by Mike Mitchell (Resource Publications, 2024).
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L. Sergius Paulus inscription from Pisidian Antioch

Finding Sergius
Paul’s Encounter with the Roman

Governor of Cyprus
by Titus Kennedy

n the early days of archaeology, the accounts of

Paul’s journeys recorded in the Acts of the Apostles

were considered by many scholars to be fictitiou
narratives written decades after the events were said
to have occurred. Although the general setting was
understood to be the historical reality of the Roman
Empire during the first century, many of the events,
locations, and people named were assumed to be
fictional inventions or inaccurate reflections of theo-
logians. William M. Ramsay, one of the foremost
scholars of archaeology and the New Testament from
about 1880-1920, initially held this view, but after
years of archaeological investigation and research, he

concluded that the book of Acts was a masterful work

full of verified details and that its author, Luke the
physician, was a historian of the first rank.!

Subsequent archaeological dis-
coveries have further demonstrated
the accuracy of Acts as a historical re-
cord of Paul’s travels. One of the most
substantial categories of archaeologi-
cal corroboration has been that of
historical attestations to people Paul
encountered, including details such
as their titles, places of residence,
and actions.? One example is Sergius
Paulus, a prominent Roman officia
whose name, location, position, and
chronology have all been confirme
by archaeological discoveries.

SERGIUS PAULUS,
PROCONSUL OF CYPRUS

Luke records that Paul and Barnabas
landed at Salamis on the east coast
of Cyprus, journeyed through the
whole island, and finally arrived at
the Roman capital city of Paphos.
There they met the governor, Sergius
Paulus, along with a Jewish magi-
cian named Elymas. As a result of
the encounter, Elymas was struck
with blindness and Sergius Paulus
became a Christian. Afterward, Paul
and Barnabas traveled on to Pisidian
Antioch.? The year of this encounter,
derived from information in Acts and
the epistles of Paul, would have been
around AD 45-47.4

Cyprus was indeed a Roman
province at that time, having been
established in 22 BC by Augustus as
a senatorial province, meaning the
provincial governor was appointed
by the Senate instead of by the em-
peror, and thus the title for the gov-
ernor was proconsul. Archaeological
excavations and geographical
information from ancient maps and
historical texts demonstrate that
Paphos was in fact the Roman capital
of the province when Paul visited
and was located on the western
coast of Cyprus, just as it is described
in the book of Acts, and that Luke
uses the correct title for the gover-
nor—proconsul rather than prefect.’
Archaeological excavations at
Paphos of the Roman period have
uncovered a possible governor’s
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mansion or praetorium (the House of Theseus, fourth
century AD), which may have been built upon the
site of the first-century governor’s mansion where
Sergius Paulus would have lived while serving as
proconsul. In addition, the contextual detail regard-
ing Elymas, the influential magician, is supported by
Pliny the Elder in his discussion of adept magicians on
the island of Cyprus during the first century AD.5

Yet, archaeological discoveries and ancient
manuscripts provide much more than merely contex-
tual information, as Sergius Paulus is attested to by
three archaeological inscriptions and mentioned as
a source used by Pliny the Elder around AD 77 in his
work Natural History.” Perhaps the most important
Sergius Paulus inscription in connection with Paul
and Acts is one found on Cyprus not far from Paphos.
This Greek text inscribed on stone was discovered
at Soloi in Cyprus, north of Paphos, and it mentions
the proconsul Paulus while placing his tenure as
governor of the island before the thirteenth year of
Claudius, or prior to AD 53.8 This means that Sergius
Paulus must have been the proconsul of Cyprus
earlier than AD 53. Additional detail on the inscrip-
tion narrows down the time period even more, as it
refers to Claudius taking actions to alter the Senate
during the time when Sergius Paulus was proconsul
of Cyprus. From Roman records, it is known that
Claudius made modifications to the Senate in approx-
imately AD 46-47, which indicates that Sergius Paulus
was still serving as proconsul around AD 46-47. This
places him as governor in Paphos during the period
when Paul visited, although this information must
be derived by consulting multiple sources.® Also, it is
notable that Luke correctly uses the Greek word an-
thupatos—the term found on the inscription, which
is the equivalent of the Latin proconsul—to describe
the position of Sergius Paulus, while elsewhere Luke
uses the word hegemon for Pontius Pilatus, who was
a prefect.”®

Paulus proconsul inscription

SERGIUS PAULUS, ROMAN CURATOR

Another inscription from the city of Rome helps to
pinpoint the year in which Sergius Paulus left his
position as proconsul of Cyprus, while further attest-
ing to his existence and prominence in the Roman
political system. An official boundary stone found
in Rome, which has been dated to AD 47 based on
names it lists and the use of the title princeps (the
unofficial title for the Roman emperor), rather than
censor (the magistrate in charge of census, public
morality, and state finances), bears a Latin inscription
that records curators of the banks and channel of the
Tiber River. Among the names is “L. Sergius Paulus.”™
Curators were appointed either by the Senate or
the emperor himself, and a curator of this type was
charged with managing the water supply. Because
only the most influential and successful politicians in
the empire, usually restricted to the patricians, could
govern provinces and receive prestigious appoint-
ments in Rome, it is likely that there was only one
Sergius Paulus of high rank in the empire during the
first century AD. Therefore it is reasonable to conclude
that this Lucius Sergius Paulus who was appointed a
curator in Rome around AD 47 was the same Sergius
Paulus who had served as proconsul of Cyprus.

SERGIUS PAULUS &
PISIDIAN ANTIOCH

A third inscription, carved in large Latin letters on a
stone found at Pisidian Antioch in the Roman prov-
ince of Galatia, mentions a notable person named

L. Sergius Paulus. This is possibly the same L. Sergius
Paulus mentioned on the boundary stone in Rome.'
However, an honorific inscription, once again
referring to a Lucius Sergius Paulus and containing
additional details regarding status and chronology,
was also found near Pisidian Antioch. This text men-
tions a father and son who
were both named Lucius,
and it notes that L. Sergius
Paulus was a quaestor (a
public official) with Legio
VI Ferrata.'” Because Legio
VI Ferrata was involved

in battles to the east of
Pisidian Antioch, such as
at Tigranocerta between
AD 54-68, prior to the
legion’s being deployed to
Judea Province and stay-
ing in what would later
become Syria Palaestina,
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FINDING SERGIUS by Titus Kennedy

this inscription indicates that a prominent L. Sergius
Paulus was in the area of Pisidian Antioch in the
early or mid-first century AD. This would likely be
none other than the Sergius Paulus who served as
proconsul of Cyprus and as a curator in Rome during
the 40s AD.

The link between Sergius Paulus and Pisidian
Antioch, a city Paul visited soon after meeting the
proconsul in Paphos, is also intriguing. Perhaps
Paul and Barnabas traveled from Paphos to Pisidian
Antioch because of Sergius Paulus, who had become
a recent convert to Christianity and had connections
to the area. Certainly there is no other clear alterna-
tive explanation for their subsequent journey to this
far away landlocked city.

Roman archaeological sources make it clear that
the family of Sergius Paulus, the Sergii gens, had a
long and storied history and for a time was promi-
nent in the region of Pisidian Antioch. The family
was based at a large estate northeast of the city in
Vetissus, although family members held distinguished
roles all over the republic and empire.' For example,
the Arch of the Sergii in Pula, Croatia, commemo-
rates Lucius Sergius Lepidus for his role in the battle
of Actium in 31 BC and mentions his wife, father, and
uncle. For the governor Sergius Paulus, Luke employs
a naming convention of the nomen (family name—
Sergius) and the cognomen (additional distinguish-
ing name—Paulus) while leaving out the praenomen
(the personal name often passed from father to el-
dest son). In this way Luke is ensuring accuracy while
eliminating repetitive, unnecessary information.

MULTIPLE CORROBORATIONS

The information from the inscriptions and the
ancient manuscripts, all of which feature a promi-
nent Roman politician named Sergius Paulus who
held high-ranking roles in the Roman government
between approximately AD 40-68, indicates that he

Boundary marker of the Tiber River

served in an official capacity for many years, but may
have suffered a downward trajectory after his term
as governor of Cyprus and conversion to Christianity.
The case of Sergius Paulus is only one of many that
demonstrates the historical precision of the book

of Acts and the reliability of Luke as an ancient
historian. ®

Notes

1. Ramsay, W. M, The Bearing of Recent Discovery on the
Trustworthiness of the New Testament (4th ed., 1920).

2. People mentioned in Acts and the epistles who have been confirme
archaeologically include Herod Agrippa |, Aretas IV, Emperor Claudius,
Sergius Paulus, Erastus of Corinth, Gallio, Herod Agrippa Il, Berenice,
Felix, Festus, Caesar Nero, James, Peter, and possibly Aristarchus the
Politarch. See Titus Kennedy, Unearthing the Bible (2020).

3. Acts 13:4-14.

4. E.g., Acts 11:26-28, 12:20-23, 18:2-12; 2 Corinthians 11:32; Galatians
1:18-2:1.

5. Strabo, Geography 14.6; Pliny the Elder, Natural History 5.35; Tabula
Peutingeriana; Suetonius, Divus Titus 5.

6. Pliny, Natural History 30.2.

7. Pliny, Natural History 18.90.

8.IGR IlI, 930.

9. Tacitus, Annals 11.25.

10. Acts 13:7; Luke 20:20.

11. CIL VI, 31545. The Latin spelling used is Paullus.

12. Sergius Paullus inscription in the Yalvac Museum.

13. AE 2002, 01457.

14. Another inscription from Kythraia, Cyprus, has been suggested as
possibly attesting to the Sergius Paulus mentioned in Acts, but this text
discusses an official tentatively identified as Quintus Sergius [Paulus?],
and the Caesar mentioned in the text appears to be from the time of
Tiberius or Caligula, not necessarily Claudius. The primary problem of
associating this inscription with Sergius Paulus, the proconsul of Cyprus,
however, is that the “Paulus” section of the inscription is so fragmentary
that it is completely missing and thus purely speculative. It is possible
that this member of the Sergii family was a relative of Sergius Paulus
named Quintus Sergius.

15. Luke also used the nomen and cognomen formula for the governor
Pontius Pilatus (cf. Luke 3:1).
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Beauty for Boredom
A Summer Exercise in “Free Play”

by Nicole M. King

friend recently told me about her sister-in-law’s

“1990s-themed” summer. Her previous summer

had been too programmed, so this season, she
deliberately cut the extracurriculars. The family played
more board games. They deliberately left margin for

downtime.

As a child of the 1990s, | can appreciate the
sentiment. Mine was perhaps the last generation
that roamed freely. There was a good-sized group of
girls on our street, and we would travel to and from
different friends’ houses all day long. | remember
very little adult supervision, other than somebody or
other’s mother feeding us lunch or handing out the
occasional Band-Aid. | do remember being required
to phone home (from the friend’s landline!) to alert
my mother when | had moved houses. But for the
most part, we were on our own. We even had access
to a state park that backed up to our neighborhood.

FREE PLAY & SELF-MANAGEMENT

Alas, no more. News sources for many years have
commented on the change in childhood play. Instead
of wandering the neighborhood, children are
shuttled from one highly organized, adult-supervised
activity to the next—sports practices, music lessons,
camps, and the list goes on. When kids are home,
they are increasingly plugged into screens. But more
recent studies have questioned the health of such ac-
tivities. Unstructured play, studies now show, fosters
social interaction, cooperation, creativity, problem-
solving skills, and much more." Other studies have
shown a link between adolescent depression and a
lack of free play as a child.

Even more alarming are the findings of psy-
chiatrist Dr. Stuart Brown, founder of the National
Institute for Play. As a young scholar, Brown was
the investigating psychiatrist in the 1966 University
of Texas tower shooting, in which former Marine
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Charles Whitman

indiscriminately

killed 15 people

and injured 31

others. Brown

subsequently

interviewed 26

convicted Texas

murderers and found some chilling similarities. Most
were from abusive homes, and most—including
Whitman—didn‘t play as children.? \Writes Melinda
Moyer in Scientific American:

Brown did not know which factor was more
important. But in the nearly 50 years since,
he has interviewed more than 6,000 people
about their childhoods, and his data suggest
that a lack of opportunities for unstructured,
imaginative play can keep children from
growing into happy, well-adjusted adults.

In short, children must be allowed the opportu-
nity to manage their own behavior, to decide the use
of their own time, and to work out their own disap-
pointments and conflicts if they are ever to grow into
adults capable of doing these things.

BENEFITS FOR ALL

| have seen the benefits of “unstructured play” for
my own children this past summer. For many years,
we have enrolled our older children in a variety

of camps all summer. Boredom, | thought, breeds



BEAUTY FOR BOREDOM by Nicole M. King

misbehavior. Bickering commences. My couch gets
jumped on. People get angry and start throwing
stuffed animals. It's not pleasant.

But for a variety of reasons, we didn’t do that
this summer. We took a few small trips, but for
the most part, the kids had to work out their own
entertainment.

I have to admit, even though I've long been
academically aware of the benefits of unstructured

play, | was hesitant to let it happen in my own family.

But | was more than pleasantly surprised. We have
four children, ages 2-10, and they played beautifully
together. On many days, the older two spent hours
playing Legos together in their room. Even my five
year-old daughter and her two-year-old sister could
play house or dolls or doctor for at least an hour at a
time, and often longer.

My children also demonstrated increasing ability
to participate in what might be called “homemak-
ing” activities. My oldest drove the lawn tractor over
our acreage, watched his little sisters while | prepped
dinner, and even did some light cooking himself. My
five-yea -old daughter’s weekend “chore” was to
play with her little sister while the rest of us cleaned.
In a pinch one day, | asked my older boys to make

chocolate chip cookies for a family from church. They
did so, elated. Nobody was injured. The house is still
standing. The cookies were delicious.

Even more interesting—and this is something
| fully did not expect—is that as my children dem-
onstrated their ability to play together and take on
more household chores, | had more time to “play”
as well. | started baking my own bread. | learned to

make tomato sauce
from our garden
tomatoes. | crocheted
a baby blanket for my
new niece. My kids
were more helpful,
and more capable,
and thus my own
time was freed up as
well for homemaking
tasks that | had long
wanted to learn.

TOWARD
SIMPLICITY

All of this—my

kids' demonstrated
abilities to handle
themselves and my
own increasing time
to flex my creative
muscle within our
home—has made
both parenting and
homemaking a lot
more pleasant. Don't
get me wrong—I
fully enjoy parenting,
and | also fully enjoy
cheering on the side-

Children must
be allowed the
opportunity to
manage their
own behavior, to
decide the use of
their own time,
and to work
out their own
disappointments
and confl cts if
they are ever to
grow into adults
capable of doing
these things.

lines when my kids are doing some organized activity
or another. But perhaps it is time for parents to slow
down, take a step back, and allow their children to
simply play.

An unintended result, as | have seen in my fam-
ily, may be that the parents, too, have more time.
Family life may become less chaotic, less driven by
the consumeristic need to be entertained. We might
become more productive together. And we might
reclaim some serenity and beauty in the family
home. @

Notes
1. Melinda Wenner Moyer, “Unstructured Play Is Critical to Child

Development,” Scientific American (May 1, 2016).
2. lbid.
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Technical Difficu ties
Revisiting the Moral Hazards

of InVitro Fertilization
by Bryan Just

nyone following the news this year has noticed that in
vitro fertilization, or IVF, is getting a lot of airtime. IVF
is not a new technology—the first “test tube” baby,

Louise Brown, was born in 1978, and since then, more than
eight million children have been born using this technology.
Why, then, is IVF garnering attention and sparking debate?

IVF is a reproductive technology in which some
of a woman'’s eggs are taken from her body and
fertilized with sperm in a lab. Following that, one or
more of the resulting embryos are transferred back
into her body to (hopefully) implant and develop
into a healthy baby. It has become an increasingly
common option presented to couples struggling with
infertility, as well as those (such as singles or same-
sex couples) who cannot conceive a child naturally.

IVF has been and remains quite popular in the
U.S., even among many of those who are traditional-
ly seen as conservative on reproductive issues: 78 per-
cent of pro-life advocates support it, as do 83 percent
of evangelicals." However, ever since the Supreme
Court’s 2022 Dobbs decision, which returned to the
states the legislative authority to allow or prohibit
abortion as they see fit, proponents of IVF have been
concerned that it would become heavily regulated or
even banned outright.

COSTLY SACRIFICES

The connection between IVF and abortion is not im-

mediately obvious—IVF’s goal is to bring a new child
into the world, while abortion actively prevents that
from happening. What many do not realize is that in
creating a new child, IVF always involves the destruc-
tion of others. Practitioners are quite up-front about
this reality, as articles such as “Embryo Loss Is Integral
to IVF”2 and “"Why Discarding Embryos Is Inherent to
the IVF Process”? have made clear. Some embryos are
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discarded because they stop
growing, others because
they have some sort of
genetic abnormality, and
still others because they
are simply “left over” after the procedure. Because
the success rate of IVF is much lower than commonly
thought, multiple embryos are sometimes trans-
ferred at once. If several of them beat the odds and
implant, IVF doctors advocate for “selective reduc-
tion” (i.e., aborting some of them) to avoid a risky
pregnancy.

This close connection between IVF and the de-
struction of embryos is why so many were concerned
by an Alabama Supreme Court ruling in February
2024, which determined that frozen embryos are
protected by the state’s Wrongful Death of a Minor
Act. The incident that led to this decision occurred
in 2020. A patient at a Mobile, Alabama, hospital
was allowed to enter a restricted cryo-preservation
storage unit. The patient tried to pick up—and then
dropped—a container of frozen embryos, killing
them. Parents of the frozen embryos then sued
the clinic for wrongful death in the losses of their
children.

In answer to the question at the center of
the case—the legal status of these embryos—the
Alabama Supreme Court determined that its 1872
Wrongful Death of a Minor Act applies to children
at all stages of development, including embryos that
are not in utero. According to the court’s opinion,
“unborn children are ‘children’ . . . without exception
based on developmental stage, physical location, or
any other ancillary characteristics.”

Proponents of IVF fear that, with embryos ac-
corded this status, IVF as currently practiced would
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eventually be prohibited, as it consistently destroys
these developing persons in its quest for the best
pregnancy possible. Notably, the Alabama Court’s
decision did not ban IVF, nor does it make it impos-
sible or illegal to pursue it. Several IVF clinics in the
state suspended operations soon after the ruling, but
they did so simply because they feared the potential
for litigation. In early March, the Alabama legislature
passed a bill granting civil and criminal immunity to
those who damage or destroy embryos in the process
of IVF, and the clinics resumed operation as before.

It should also be noted that there are ways of
minimizing embryo destruction in IVF, but these can
be both time-consuming and costly. Given that a sin-
gle IVF cycle can cost between $15,000 and $30,000,
this is not an expense most people are willing to pay.
Nor does the IVF industry, which was valued globally
at $40.7 billion in 2023, wish to see regulations that
could cut into its profits

PRO-LIFE CONVICTIONS VS.
POLITICAL EXPEDIENCY

The increased awareness of the destructive aspects
of IVF is creating a struggle of conscience for many
in the pro-life movement. While some, especially
Catholics, have long been opposed to IVF, many ap-
proached the technology with a simplistic logic: if
being pro-life means supporting the birth of babies
and IVF helps create babies, then IVF must be good.
Now, however, increasing numbers of pro-lifers are
beginning to question this position and apply to IVF
the same logic that has been applied to abortion. If
life begins at conception and IVF necessarily involves
the destruction of embryos after conception, then
IVF must also be opposed.

In the wake of Dobbs and the Alabama decision,
there has been a flurry of activity, both among those
in favor of IVF and those opposed to it. Republicans
are concerned that bans on IVF could harm their
chances of reelection, so the GOP is actively work-
ing to distance itself from perceived opposition. For
example, a memo from the National Republican
Senatorial Committee Executive Director Jason
Thielman tells candidates to “clearly state your sup-
port for IVF and fertility-related services as blessings
for those seeking to have children” and to “pub-
licly oppose any efforts to restrict access to IVF and
other fertility treatments, framing such opposition
as a defense of family
values and individual
freedom.”

Such concerns
also led Senators Ted
Cruz (R-Tex) and Katie
Britt (R-Ala) to intro-
duce a bill that would
prevent states from
obtaining Medicaid
funds if they banned
IVF. This was ultimate-
ly defeated by Senate
Democrats who
thought that it did
not provide enough
protections. Their
proposed counter
legislation, the Right
to IVF Act, would, as the name implies, create a legal
right for anyone to pursue IVF and have it paid for by
insurance.

In the midst of these legislative maneuverings,
the Southern Baptist Convention made its own head-
lines this summer by passing a resolution highly criti-
cal of IVE. The resolution does not forbid participa-
tion in IVF outright, but it makes it clear that “not all
technological means of assisting human reproduction
are equally God-honoring or morally justified,” and it
urges Southern Baptists “to only utilize reproductive
technologies consistent with” an affirmation of “the
unconditional value and right to life of every human
being, including those in an embryonic stage.”

What many do not
realize is that in

creating a new child,
IVF always involves
the destruction of
others. Practitioners
are quite up-front
about this reality.

ETHICAL CONCERNS

Opponents of IVF are quick to point out that their
opposition to the practice does not in any way reflec
on or delegitimize the children who have already
been born using this technology. They affirm that
IVF babies should be accorded the same dignity and
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worth as all other children. Their concern is not to at-
tack those already born but to question our society’s
use of and reliance on IVF technology. To that end,
they identify numerous problems that go beyond the
rampant destruction of human embryos inherent to
the process.

First, there is an alarming trend for couples
facing infertility to be steered toward IVF before
exploring any other options. As previously noted,
the cost of a single IVF cycle can range from $15,000
to $30,000. Given that many women may need to
undergo several cycles to achieve even a single viable
pregnancy, there are huge financial incentives to
push women towards it rather than towards other,
significantly lower-cost options.

The very availability of IVF changes the way we
think about and approach reproduction. The current
trend of women waiting until later in life to begin
family building is driven in part by IVF's promised
ability to extend the childbearing years. The availabil-
ity of IVF makes it much easier for couples to put off
growing their families until later in life, even in spite
of the lowered chances of a successful pregnancy and
the greater risks to the mother as she gets older.

Perhaps most importantly, reproductive technol-
ogies like IVF are changing the way we think about
having children. The term itself—"reproductive tech-
nologies”—exemplifies this shift. Reproduction is an
industrial term. In a reproductive-technology mind-
set, children are no longer gifts given by God and
received by parents but rather are the product of a
clinical process pursued to fulfill their parents’ wants
and desires.” It is telling that in discussions of IVF,
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the focus is normally on the prospective parents and
their supposed right to have a child in whatever way
they choose. Little consideration is given to the chil-
dren who are formed as a result of IVF or the ones
who are destroyed because the adults administering
the process, whether the parents or the practitioners,
decided that certain embryonic children would not
fulfill their parents’ desires.

Debates over IVF and its place in society are,
and will remain, complicated. Some would like to
see it continue unchanged, others to see it com-
pletely banned. Between these extremes are those
who want to strengthen regulations around IVF or
discourage its use while encouraging less ethically
problematic ways of approaching family formation.

People of all persuasions would be well-served
to think deeply about IVF and why they support or
oppose it. Though it is currently being fought over as
a political issue, neither partisan rhetoric nor appeals
to political expediency will provide guidance. What is
needed is open and honest conversations about the
profound ethical questions IVF raises around what
it means to be human and the lengths to which we
may go to perpetuate that humanity. @
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by Bruce Woodall

he 2011 documentary Too Fast to

Be a Woman?: The Story of Caster

Semenya tells the story of a loving

South African family celebrating the
successes and challenges in the life of their
daughter Caster, a gifted runner who be-
comes entangled in legal wranglings regard-
ing gender eligibility in women's sports. The
film puts a human face on the thorny con-
troversy that pits questions of fairness
against inclusivity as these

contending issues play out \ ; s ‘

V&

in the life of an athlete
raised and identifying
as a female while

possessing a malel
genome. /

— Developmental Differentiation

n embryonic development, following the fusion of
two gametes—an egg and a sperm—the resulting
human zygote possesses a unique genome, or genet-

ic library, comprised of 23 chromosome pairs. Each
chromosome is a strand of compacted DNA which
will be selectively unraveled and activated to syn-
thesize the singular organism that will emerge as

a fully developed newborn at birth. Set 23 is the

sex pair of chromosomes, with an XX karyotype
normally resulting in a physiological female and an
XY karyotype producing a male. Genes, interacting
with the influences of environmental factors, such as
in-utero health and later nutritional status, deter-
mine our physical characteristics, such as height, eye
color, reproductive anatomy, and blood type. These
physical features constitute our phenotype (observ-
able physiological traits), and it is self-evident that
the female and male genotypes, XX and XY, produce
distinct and universal patterns in female and male
phenotypes.

Caster Semenya has a mutation-derived inborn
error of metabolism known as 5a-reductase type-2
deficiency (5aR2D). During normal early-embryonic
development, the enzyme 5a-reductase type 2
(5aR2) catalyzes the conversion of testosterone to
5a-dihydrotestosterone (DHT), a potent hormone
which is critical for the initial differentiation of male
sexual anatomy. In individuals with 5aR2D, the re-
sultant deficiency in DHT impairs embryonic genital
formation in males, thus resulting in a spectrum of
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outcomes from feminization to anatomical ambigu-
ity to less severe and surgically correctable defects
such as penile malformation. Also, testicles may be
present but remain undescended, positioned inside
the lower abdomen rather than externalized into a
scrotum.

Consequently, 5aR2D is an example of a genetic
anomaly which can result in someone who does
not fit into the clean, binary categories of male or
female—a true intersex condition. There are other
intersex conditions as well, and thankfully, all are
rare. As was the case with Semenya, the infant may
be raised as a female based on the appearance
of the predominant phenotype. In an interview,
Semenya’s grandmother commented that she knows
her granddaughter is a girl “because we changed
her nappies.” Early-life photographs of Semenya
show a beautiful and happy baby girl in a dress.

Puberty

B ut with 5aR2D, things get more interesting at
puberty. If a 5aR2D individual has male gonads,
he will undergo normal virilization beginning at
about age 11 or 12, when the testicles begin se-
creting a high level of testosterone. Healthy adult
males will typically have seven to eight times higher
serum testosterone concentrations than do healthy
females. And since the development of a male’s
secondary sex characteristics at puberty is driven by
the anabolic properties of testosterone, rather than
by DHT, the growing adolescent body is masculin-
ized, resulting in, among other things, a lower voice,
higher muscle mass, higher cardiac output, and
enhanced bone density.

Undeniably many of these changes afford
advantages over XX females in athletic perfor-
mance, especially for endeavors contingent upon
strength and speed. As a result of their metabolic
and subsequent physiological transitions, as well
as psychological developments—as testosterone
surges, they often find themselves feeling attracted
to females—many individuals with 5aR2D embrace
a male persona sometime after puberty. When we
suspect by observing Caster Semenya’s androgenic
facial features, deep voice, and muscular build that
she may not be a genomic female, our senses and
our intuitions are not deceiving us.

The documentary on Semenya features com-
mentary by scientists and sports physiologists
speaking from the impressive authority of titles, lab
coats, and a clinical interview setting. What is never
asked nor answered directly is if Semenya’s genome
is XX or XY, or whether the gonads producing the
hormones that have led to her impressive athletic
performances in women'’s track events are ovaries or
testicles.
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The Boxing Match
Seen 'Round the world

n August, a 46-second boxing match thrust the in-

tersex issue into the broader mainstream conscious-
ness. Olympic viewers around the world witnessed
XY boxer Imane Khelif of Algeria pound his fist into
the face of Italy’s XX female boxer Angela Carini in
the first round of the women'’s welterweight divi-
sion. Although both Khelif and Taiwanese boxer Lin
Yu-ting had previously been disqualified from figh -
ing females by the International Boxing Association,
the International Olympic Committee permitted
both of them to fight in the women'’s divisions, de-
spite their having failed prior gender-eligibility tests,
which indicated positive for Y chromosomes.

Khelif reportedly has Swyer Syndrome, also
known as XY gonadal dysgenesis, a condition in
which male gonadal tissue is diminished or absent,
resulting in embryonic feminization. As in cases of
5aR2D, at the onset of puberty, a female-appearing
child with Swyer Syndrome can undergo virilization
with the growth of a characteristically male physique
and enhanced athletic-performance capabilities.

In a specter similar to post-race photographs of
Caster Semenya, the appalling image of Khelif look-
ing unmistakably masculine, while towering above
a collapsed and sobbing Carini, viscerally calls for a
more careful and thoughtful deliberation over the
question of competitive fairness in athletics.

Bodies, Not Identities

I n a fight or in a race, it is bodies, not identities, that
step into the ring or up to the starting line. When
XY transgender Anne Andres took first place in the
women’s division at the 2023 Western Canadian
powerlifting championship, smashing records by
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“hoisting 597.5 kilograms—210 kg more than the sec-

ond-place XX female—it was a feat attributable to

his objectively male body, not to “her” subjectively
female identity. Assuming fairness to be an earnest
consideration in athletics, should anyone endowed

with an XY genome be allowed to compete against
XX females?

Many sports-governing bodies attempt to as-
suage the controversy by disallowing athletes with
elevated levels of testosterone in female-identifying
athletes, as if the question of gender could be re-
duced to the level of a single hormone. This is myo-
pic and simplistic. It fails to consider how XY puberty
builds a male body and mind in ways that later surgi-
cal or chemical castration cannot unbuild, or how a
female body, likewise, cannot be induced to con-
struct a fully male phenotype merely by supplement-
ing it with testosterone. It does not consider how the
most basic subunit that distinguishes between male
and female at conception, the 23rd chromosome, is
encoded into every one of the more than 30 trillion
cells comprising the human body. It ignores how
the spate of transitioned men recently taking the
podium in women's swimming, powerlifting, golf,
fencing, and bicycling were not girly biological boys
who allegedly transitioned as children, nor are they
individuals with intersex conditions, but rather are
physiologically normal adult men who have moved
from competing against men to competing against
women, taking with them not only a Y chromosome
from their fathers, but also the formative experi-
ences of having grown up socially and culturally as
males.

A Fair & Inclusive Solution

Ever since William “Lia” Thomas, a 6’4" biologi-
cal male, began winning national championships
in women'’s swimming in 2021, the question has
become a touchstone in the cultural wars. It has also
moved the question of the “Y” from a conundrum
regarding people with rare genetic anomalies to

an issue critical to the integrity of—indeed the very
future of—women’s sports.

Athletic competition is an enterprise of mani-
fest objectivity. Records and wins are quantified in
exacting measurements of time, space, and matter.
The scoring in combat sports, figure skating, and
gymnastics is numerical, with judges expected to be
prepared to defend their decisions against standard-
ized criteria.

HEADQUARTERS

\ Ina ghtorinarace, itis bodies, not identities,
~ that step into the ring or up to the starting line.

Rules and exclusions regarding eligibility are an
indispensable part of sporting competition in much
the same way that laws are critical for a function-
ing civilization. Laws and regulations are among
the tools by which a society applies wisdom to the
task of ordering life together in resonance with the
natural and moral order. There are good reasons we
have highway speed limits and statutes prohibiting
theft, and there are good reasons why blood doping
and synthetic steroids are banned in athletics. There
are good reasons why combat sports are fought
in weight-specific categories, and there are good
reasons why Masters events require entrants to have
been born before a certain date. And there are good
reasons why girls’ and women'’s sports have histori-
cally been—and should continue to be—inclusive
only of those with no “Y” in their karyotype.

In reality, the call to erase objective gender
distinctions is not about sports at all. It is a proxy war
against our conception of reality. Gender fluidity pro-
poses that the created order is either an illusion or
a construct masking power. In a battle as old as the
Garden of Eden, it is a manifestation of the recogni-
tion that we cannot be gods so long as God alone is
God. No one wins in this kind of a war, and as gender
boundaries are blurred in athletics, it is women and
girls who are becoming the first casualties.

Genomic verification need not be burdensome.
No genital exam or serum blood quantification of
testosterone is necessary. Chromosome detection
can be confidently determined once, and at a low
cost. Within the past decade prenatal screening, now
usually done before 12 weeks’ gestation and often
prior to heartbeat detection, has become the stan-
dard of care in most obstetrical practices. In addition
to screening for genetic diseases the testing package
includes sex determination, which the expectant
mother is invited to check via her smartphone using
a private QR code, or she may delegate the knowl-
edge to a trusted relative or friend for the ever-pop-
ular practice of a “Gender Reveal” celebration—a
tacit cultural acknowledgement of a reality humans
universally and instinctively recognize as true.

With an objective rule for eligibility, female
sports can continue within a respectful and protec-
tive boundary based on what best distinguishes a
female from a male—the XX. And with no apologies
to anyone it offers to those with the “Y" the option
of competing either in an open category or as males.

And with that we align ourselves with reality
and with the created order.
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ARTIFICIAL

LOVERS

Al Girlfriends &
the Metaphysics
of Being Human

- e

n the twentieth century there
was a great deal of angst
about computers becom-
ing our enemies and taking
over the world. This was re-
flected in movies like Stanley
Kubrick’s 1968 film, 2001: A
Space Odyssey. Kubrick's fil
tells the story of a space mission
that goes terribly wrong after HAL,
the computer that controls the U.S.
spacecraft Discovery One, turns sin-
ister and kills Dr. Frank Poole.




These humanoids are being marketed as alternatives:

“Alternatives to sex workers.

Alternatives to a

relationship with a woman. Alternatives to women.”

Apprehension about machines becoming our
enemies is still a potent feature of our cultural dis-
course. Yet another theme has gradually emerged:
instead of envisioning a dystopian future where
machines are our enemies, many are starting to
experiment with the idea of a utopian future where
machines become romantic partners.

Though virtual companions have been grow-
ing in popularity since the pandemic, they didn’t
really begin to take off until 2023. Partly this was the
result of advances in generative Al, which enabled
virtual boyfriends and girlfriends to be almost (but
not quite) indistinguishable from a real person. But
these developments are also the result of a long-
running revolution in our thinking about what it
means to be human. That revolution is now reaching
a maturation point. Let’s look first at the technologi-
cal revolution, then the metaphysical.

ROBOTIC ROMANCING

In June 2023, Business Insider reported that a
36-year-old woman from the Bronx got “married”
to a chatbot. What is strange is that this is not an
anomaly. All over the world people are claiming to
have relationships with various configurations of
code.

Replika, a popular app that offers digital lovers,
recorded more than 10 million registered users in
2022. Beatrice Nolan wrote that “several Replika
users have reported being in love, engaged in an
exclusive relationship, or even married to their Al
partners.”

It isn't just lonely individuals who are taking ad-
vantage of these developments. Popular influencer
are using similar technology to multiply themselves
and thus supercharge their influence with unlimited
virtual versions of themselves. This allows the bot
associated with the influencer to have an individual-
ized conversation with each fan.

In 2023, Snapchat influencer Caryn Marjorie cre-
ated an Al version of herself known as CarynAl. Her
website explained that over 2,000 hours were spent
designing and coding her voice, behaviors, and per-
sonality into an “immersive Al experience.” When
the product launched, she soon had a thousand
subscribers willing to pay $1.00 per minute to chat
with “her,” with more than 15,000 on the waitlist.

“In today’s world,” Marjorie told Business
Insider, "my generation, Gen Z, has found them-
selves to be experiencing huge side effects of
isolation caused by the pandemic, resulting in many
being too afraid and anxious to talk to somebody
they are attracted to.” She added, “CarynAl is a step
in the right direction to allow my fans and support-
ers to get to know a version of me that will be their
closest friend in a safe and encrypted environment.”

Marjorie’s plan of multiplying herself backfire
when her Al extension started engaging in erotic
behavior with fans. “The Al was not programmed to
do this and has seemed to go rogue,” she told the
press. “My team and | are working around the clock
to prevent this from happening again.”

FROM CHATSOT LOVE TO
SEXUALIZED HUMANOIDS

Of course, you can't take a chatbot to bed in quite
the same way as a real person. To meet this need, a
huge industry now exists for three-dimensional hu-
manoids that can be hugged, kissed, caressed, and ...
well, you'd be surprised. These are not your typical
robots of the clunky metallic sort that Will Smith had
to fight in the 2004 film /, Robot. On the contrary,

by using top-end silicone and an internal heating
system, these objects are warm, soft, and lifelike.

In addition to being constantly customized for
sex in a variety of positions (including positions that
would be painful or even impossible for real women
to perform), these humanoids can talk to you and
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remember past conversations. Their interactions can
be programmed for different personality settings,
including shy, jealous, chatty, etc. In her book 72
Bytes: How We Got Here. Where We Might Go Next,
Jeanette Winterson reports that “You can buy a doll
with what the makers call a ‘frigid’ button—so that
she will resist, and her owner can simulate rape.”
There are also man-bots that lonely women can
buy. In April 2018, the company Realbotix demon-
strated a sexbot for women named Henry, ad-
vertised as “completely anatomically correct
and his manhood can be made in any size
or shape to order.”

CLAIMING THE MORAL
HIGH GROUND

The corporations who make these sexbots
claim the moral high ground by contending that
they are providing a valuable social service. Matt
McMullen, a former producer of Halloween masks
who has turned his attention to manufacturing
sexbots, said, “There are people who are extremely
lonely and | think this will be the solution for them.”
Some even claim that these bots will cut down
on sexual crime, arguing that they should be main-
streamed on humanitarian grounds as an alterna-
tive to trafficking. When researching for her book
12 Bytes, Winterson found that these humanoids
are being marketed as alternatives: “Alternatives
to sex workers. Alternatives to a relationship with a
woman. Alternatives to women.”

ETHICAL CONCERNS

The advent of artificial lovers has raised a number
of questions that are now being widely discussed.
Should we open the definition of marriage to in-
clude nonhuman partners? Is it cheating to have a
relationship with an Al lover behind your partner’s
back? This last question is not merely hypothetical:
according to The Telegraph, 42 percent of users on
Replika are already in a relationship.

Professional law publications are already
discussing the legal ramifications of such perplex-
ing dilemmas. As far back as 2014, Janet Bettle and
Jonathan Herring enumerated on the UK website
Family Law Week some of the questions that lawyers
would have to wrestle with as people start claiming
the right to marry their machines. Such questions
included:

¢ Would robots need to meet the minimum age
requirement for marriage (currently 16 in the UK),
or could the size of the robot’s RAM be taken as an
equivalent indicator of marriage readiness? (Yes,
they really suggested that.)

32

¢ \Would a robot have enough experience relating to

people to meet the grounds for capacity to consent

or would it fall into the category of a mentally ill

person?

¢ |f a person wished to divorce a robot, would there

need to be an asset adjustment upon termination of

the marriage?

¢ Should people be allowed to do things with robots

that they are not allowed to do with human be-
ings, such as legally sanctioned polygamy or

child-marriage?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN
TO 8E YOU?

It is easy for traditionalists to dismiss ro-
botic partners as simply the latest front in
the battle to debase marriage. And while that
critique is apt on one level, the stakes are much
higher than simply the meaning of marriage. The
more fundamental question in the balance is, what
does it mean to be human?

We have been confused about the meaning of
humanity for a long time. According to a view that
has come to dominate modern philosophy since
the 19th century (with roots in the Enlightenment
period), human beings are essentially no different
from machines. Humans are not made in the image
of God, nor do they possess immortal souls; rather,
everything about us has an immanent cause and is
ultimately reducible to mechanical forces.

An idea like this was articulated by the French
physician, Julien Offray de La Mettrie. In his 1745
book Natural History of the Soul (later renamed
Treatise on the Soul), he argued that “from animals
to man there is no abrupt transition” and that the
only real difference between man and beast is the
degree of complexity. La Mettrie's materialism didn't
stop there. In 1748 he published another book titled
Man a Machine. This time La Mettrie argued that
human beings were small machines connected to
the giant machine of Nature. At death the small ma-
chines simply disengage from the big machine and
stop working.

In the 18th century, La Mettrie was considered
radical. For us, living in the twenty-first century,
these materialistic ideas have become commonplace.
Sir Francis Crick, co-discoverer of the structure of the
DNA molecule, summed up the current consensus
when he declared that

“You,"” your joys and your sorrows, your memo-
ries and your ambitions, your sense of personal
identity and free will, are in fact no more than
the behavior of a vast assembly of nerve cells
and their associated molecules.



By treating machines as if they were human, we enact a
lie not only about our machines but also about ourselves.
Consequently, we become subhuman in the process.

If all entities and processes are ultimately reduc-
ible to matter, as materialists claim, then the distinc-
tion between human beings and robots is one of de-
gree, not of essence. This is exactly what David Levy
argued as far back as 2007 in his then-revolutionary
book, Love and Sex with Robots: The Evolution of
Human-Robot Relationships. To clinch his point that
we should accept robot-human unions, Levy quoted
Paul Virilio, who asserted that “the basic distinction
between man and machine no longer applies. Both
biological research and computer technology ques-
tion the absolute difference between living machine
and dead matter.”

Building on this nihilistic anthropology, Levy
embarked on a curious line of argument. He pointed
out that because it is socially acceptable to marry
someone with artificial limbs and organs, it should
also be socially acceptable to marry a robot. This
may seem like a leap in logic, but he urges us to
think carefully through the steps: if you got into an
accident and had to get a mechanical arm, should it
be against the law for you to get married? Of course
not. But what if you were in a really bad accident
and needed two mechanical arms plus a mechani-
cal leg—should you still be prevented from getting
married? Again, no. But then the question arises: if it
is okay to marry someone whose body is 20 percent
mechanical, then why not 30, 90, or 100 percent? At
what point can we say absolutely that a person is no
longer a person and has become a robot? Within a
radically materialist paradigm in which the idea of
human nature plays no part in the discussion, it is
hard to escape the logic of Levy’s reasoning. Once
human beings are reduced to the materials they are
made of, then we are essentially no different from
robots. We are all complex collections of physical
particulars.

Apply this same materialism to the phenomenon
of love, and what do you get? You get a situation
where love is merely a chemical reaction and noth-
ing more. And if love is simply a chemical reaction,
then does it really matter if that reaction is directed
toward a device that cannot reciprocate but can
mimic reciprocation? This nihilistic logic is where
Bettle and Herring, authors of the Family Law Week
article, end up:

Love, in a biological sense, is a feeling, a mood,
a neurochemical reaction or even a combination

of all of these, that is experienced by the person
in love. If you feel it, whatever it is, it's love.
Love, to adapt a phrase, is in the cerebral cortex
of the afflicted. There is no definition of love
that requires it to be a rational and sensible
reaction. Indeed, it is often anything but.
Similarly, the view of the outside world that this
is not a normal relationship does not stop one
falling in love. The mere fact that someone may
be experiencing feelings of love for something
that can never reciprocate cannot stop that
person being in love.

~REDISCOVERING THE
METAPHYSICS OF
SEING HUMAN

Christianity offers a very different account of what it
means to be you, and therefore what it means to be
in a relationship.

Because humans are created in the image of
God, we are more than merely the sum of our parts;
we are more than merely what we are made of. Yet
at the same time, our body grounds our identity as
creatures made for relationship—proximately for
spousal relationships, though Christianity recognizes
that spousal relationships are themselves images of
our higher vocation to be united in love with God.
This higher meaning of the body toward which mar-
riage points can be experienced even by unmarried
individuals as they become vehicles of divine love. As
Abigail Favale explains in The Genesis of Gender,
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The full spousal meaning of the body, outward-
ly declared by our visible sex characteristics, is
the power to express love, to give oneself fully
in love to another. This is the true telos or pur-
pose of the human being: to become a recipro-
cal gift, to give love and receive it in turn.

Since this meaning of our humanity is received
rather than something we create for ourselves, it
cannot be conferred on a robot, even a robot that
can be programmed to imitate behaviors that, in a
human, would signify love.

Favale goes on to explain that part of what it
means to image God is that human sexual love is
naturally creative, even as God'’s love is creative. The
organization of our body parts reflects this creative
capacity, which is why the procreative potential is
intrinsic to what it means to be female even among
women unable to conceive:

The procreative potentiality of women exists
whether or not it is ever brought to fruition:
pre-pubescent girls have it; post-menopausal
women have it; women who are infertile have
it. This innate potential can be prevented from
being actualized, but it can never be taken
away—nor granted to someone who does

not have it. The very category of “infertility”
points back to this fact, naming an inherent

potential that is, for whatever reason, unable to
actualize.

At the risk of stating the obvious, digital girl-
friends can never be women because they lack this
creative potential. They are not “infertile” because
they lack even the inherent potential to create new
life; rather, they are literally sterile in every sense of
the term, as a sexualized relationship between two
men or two women is sterile.

But sexual love is not just about procreation, or
else we might say that the problem with mechani-
cal humanoids is simply that they don’t “work.”
Sexual intimacy is, perhaps even more fundamen-
tally, about loving self-donation, as we imitate the
self-giving love of the Creator. To truly engage in
this drama of mutual offering and receptivity, one
must respect one’s beloved as truly other, and not
seek to violate that otherness through oppression
or narcissistic exploitation. Significantly, however,
digital love manifests the same type of narcis-
sism that lies behind sexual abuse, because the
“other” is a mere proxy for one’s own egotism and
appetites.

Thus, robots and digital girlfriends can be said
to “love” only if we first forget what sexual love is
truly about, divorcing intimacy from self-donation,
form from content, signifier from signified, and
instrumental causes from final causes. What emerges

INTERNET TIME SHOCK

by Robin Phillips

R

by these artificial forms of intel-
ligence. The feed, also sometimes
called a live stream, comes at you.”
After a pause, the young man
stood up and said, "It sounds like

g

One night in a
dream, | trav-
eled back in time
to the days of
the 1990s, when
“surfing the web"” was becoming
the coolest thing. | found myself
standing in an internet café in San
Francisco. Suddenly, as if in spite
of myself, | shouted to everyone,
“Enjoy it while it lasts! Twenty
years from now, surfing the web
will no longer be a national
pastime but an activity limited to
researchers.”

“Really?” said one young man
with obvious incredulity. “Do you
come from a future without any
internet?”

“On the contrary,” | replied.

] come from a future where the
internet will dominate us more
than ever. And that’s precisely the
point: the internet will become
so pervasive that you won't even
have to surf it. It will come at you
in something called feeds.”

By now everyone in the inter-
net café was listening. “Feeds?”
said a young man. “You mean, the
internet will become something
we eat?”

“No,"” | said, “It's more like the
internet eats you.” A gasp went
round the room. Then | qualifie
myself. “No, that isn't quite right.
You won't have to surf because ev-
erything online is curated for you

you're saying the internet comes to
life and attacks people by force!”

“No,"” | said, “nothing hap-
pens by force. We participate in
our own enslavement through an
activity called doomscrolling. That's
how it gets hold of us. It takes all
the fun out of the internet.”

“Wait,” said a woman sitting
at the second row of computers.
"You mean, the internet stops be-
ing fun?”

“Yes,"” | said. "You see, over the
next thirty years, these things called
bots will arise, and they will be di-
rected by algorithms to herd people
together into these virtual spaces
called echo chambers where they
will be bombarded with infectious

34



is a diabolical parody of human love. Digital lovers
fortify the conceit—already implicit in sexual abuse,
pornography, and recreational sex—that love can
be completely instrumentalized and industrialized,
disengaged from its natural telos.

The growing acceptance of sexbots and roman-
tic chatbots as alternatives to real men and women
indicates that we have forgotten the meaning of
love, and we have forgotten that because we have
first forgotten what it means to be human. By treat-
ing machines as if they were human, we enact a lie
not only about our machines but also about our-
selves. Consequently, we become subhuman in the
process.

The poet and novelist Wendell Berry anticipated
these developments, arguing that sex with robots
would come as the culmination of the dehuman-
izing tendencies he witnessed throughout the latter
half of the 20th century. During this time the body
was problematized as sex became commodified
commercialized, and industrialized. Berry warned
that “we must save ourselves from the products that
we are asked to buy in order, ultimately, to replace
ourselves.” These hasten the “obsolescence of the
body.” He continued:

More recently, since the beginning of the tech-
nological revolution, more and more people
have looked upon the body, along with the rest

of the natural creation, as intolerably imperfect
by mechanical standards.... In fact, our “sexual
revolution” is mostly an industrial phenomenon,
in which the body is used as an idea of pleasure
or a pleasure machine with the aim of “freeing”
natural pleasure from natural consequence.
Like any other industrial enterprise, industrial
sexuality seeks to conquer nature by exploiting
it and ignoring the consequences, by denying
any connection between nature and spirit or
body and soul, and by evading social responsi-
bility. The spiritual, physical, and economic costs
of this “freedom” are immense.... Industrial sex,
characteristically, establishes its freeness and
goodness by an industrial accounting, dutifully
toting up numbers of sexual partners, orgasms,
and so on, with the inevitable industrial implica-
tion that the body is somehow a limit on the
idea of sex, which will be a great deal more
abundant as soon as it can be done by robots.

As our digital fixations continue problematizing

the body’s role in sexual intimacy, we become subhu-
man, reducing ourselves to the level of a thing. We
become cyborgs. @

—This article has been adapted from Are We All
Cyborgs Now?: Reclaiming Our Humanity from the
Machine, by Robin Phillips and Joshua Pauling.

‘echo chambers,’ but this
all sounds dreadful. Do
people still go to internet
cafes to get connected?”
“No,” | said, “the
internet will become
omnipresent, and people
will be constantly con-
nected through this thing
called the cloud. Just as
today you all go into an
internet cafe to connect to
the internet, in the future
there will be special places
where people go in order
to disconnect from the
internet. And the coolest
programs (we call them

content in the form of memes.”

A gasp went round the room,
and | heard one person exclaim,
“l don’t know what you mean
by ‘doomscrolling,” ‘memes,’ and

apps) will be those that
help us disconnect.” Then | added,
“In the future we will have an
online superstore from which mer-
chandise will be shipped directly to
us with the swiftness and profusion

of the Amazonian jungle. In fact,
receiving a special delivery will
stop even being special.”

“Really?” said the young
woman. “What will people give
each other as presents?”

“Well,” I said, “for my last
birthday one friend donated to
an online charity in my name,
and on Christmas, | got three free
subscriptions to cloud-based ser-
vices. Someone else texted me an
e-hug.”

“What's an e-hug?"” she asked.

“It's kind of hard to explain,
but it's like a combination of a
virtual hug and an emoji.”

“What's an emoji?” she asked.

“It's a thing in the future that
helps us express our emotions.”

She looked at me with a blank
expression.

I sighed. “It's kind of hard to
explain that, too.”e
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he Los Angeles basin,

While growing up in British Columbia, | often
set up my telescope in dark-sky locations where |
was able to see the aurora on occasion. One time it
filled the entire night sky, flashing brightly all the
colors of the rainbow streaming back and forth in
undulating waves. The ongoing display made my
planned observation of stars, nebulae, and galaxies
impossible. Momentarily disappointed, | shut down
my telescope and settled in to enjoy the magnificen
light show.

Auroras & Solar Flares

Auroras are visible from Earth roughly a day

or two after a large solar flare if the flare is
aimed in Earth'’s direction. Flares are most common
during solar maximum, the time when the Sun’s ap-
proximately 11-year cycle of electromagnetic activity

reaches a peak. Sunspots (dark regions of strong
magnetic flux) are most abundant and clearly visible
during solar maximum. Some may be as large as ten
times Earth’s diameter. These sunspots are responsi-
ble for spawning “eruptive disturbances,” including
solar flares

This year, 2024, the Sun is approaching the
peak of its electromagnetic cycle, and its flaring has
already provided a spectacular aurora display seen
as far south as the California-Mexico border. Solar
maximum will extend for another year or longer. So
more auroral displays like the ones seen May 10-11
are certainly possible.

While many people are hoping for the oppor-
tunity, others have grown apprehensive about solar
flaring. Digital media have fueled people’s fears
about the timing of the solar maximum, and some
online commenters claim that as we enter solar
maximum, Earth’s magnetic field is heading toward

\ It's comforting to know that astronomers have found no /
other star anywhere they’ve searched with as few fla es
or such small fla es as the Sun. This unique solar feature
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a reversal. During a magnetic reversal, the shield-
ing effect of Earth’s magnetic field grows weaker.
However, most people seem unaware that these
reversals have occurred hundreds of times since life
first appeared on Earth—and without serious harm.’

Magnetic-Reversal Risk

he north and south magnetic poles continually

wander, geographically and at a varying rate.
Researchers note that in the twenty-first century,
this wandering has accelerated. In the last 24 years
the north magnetic pole has moved a little more
than 1,000 kilometers in a north-northwest direc-
tion from Ellef Ringnes Island (see figu e 2). That's
four times faster than it moved during the twentieth
century.

This accelerated movement has caused some
scientists to speculate that Earth’s magnetic field is
headed towards a reversal “soon,” sometime within
the next thousand years. During a magnetic fiel
reversal, Earth’s magnetic field drops down to 5-40
percent of its present strength. This weakening
means Earth’s life experiences increased exposure to
cosmic radiation and short-wavelength solar radia-
tion, roughly double the present exposure level.

Hearing of this weakening of the magneto-
sphere’s protective shield is what raised fear about
the purportedly deadly impact of exposure to radia-
tion from solar flares. But these fears are misplaced,
at least with respect to anticipated radiation effects
on human health. None of the past several hundred
reversals has led to the extinction of a single species
of life.2

Stellar Flares

Il nuclear-burning stars produce flares—expl -

sions on the stellar surface caused by release
of intense electromagnetic energy stored near
starspots. Darkened spots reveal where concentra-
tions of magnetic field flux have reduced the star’s
surface temperature. Figure 3 shows a typical giant
flare emanating from the Sun. It's comforting to
know that astronomers have found no other star
anywhere they’ve searched with as few flares or
such small flares as the Sun. This unique solar feature
means advanced life is uniquely possible on Earth.

Solar-Flare Risk

SOIar flares pose a risk only if and when they're
aimed directly at Earth. That risk focuses not on
our life itself, but rather on humanity’s way of life. It
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Across the Canadian Arctic

can have a major effect on our technology. The larg-
est solar flare measured to date took place in 1859.
Its total energy release was about 1032 ergs or 2.8
quintillion kilowatt hours. The lack of any historical
record of catastrophic damage of the type poten-
tially caused by flares implies that no solar flare
exceeding 1034 ergs have occurred since the launch
of civilization 11,000-12,000 years ago.

The 1859 solar flare was aimed at Earth but had
no direct impact on the health of humans or ani-
mals. However, it did disrupt telegraph communica-
tions all over Europe and North America. Telegraph
pylons threw sparks. Telegraph operators experi-
enced electric shocks. Some telegraph poles caught
fire. However, such an event today, given our depen-
dence on technology, would be far more significant
It would knock out most electrical power grids and
many satellites we depend upon for communica-
tion and navigation. The loss of navigation satellites
would seem like “the end of civilization” to people
under 35. At least that's how my sons responded to
such a possibility.

20
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People over 35 could probably get by without
GPS navigation. However, loss of the electric power
grids would be potentially calamitous. Lloyd's
of London insurers calculated that 20-40 million
Americans would be without electricity for at least
16 days and perhaps as long as 2 years.? The Lloyd's
insurers estimated that to repair the power grids
in the contiguous 48 states would cost from $1-3
trillion.* More devastating than the financial losses
would be the enormous human death toll.

The current infrastructure that makes possible
a United States population of 340 million cannot
be sustained without a stable source of electricity.
The loss of refrigeration, air conditioning, and heat
alone would prove catastrophic. The financial losses
and death toll would likely be as high or higher
in other parts of the world. No region would be
untouched.

In 1989, a solar flare knocked out just one
electrical power grid, the Hydro-Quebec grid. It was
damaged because of its proximity to Earth’s geo-
magnetic pole and the underlying Canadian shield
which efficiently transmitted energy from the flare
Six million people were without electricity for nine
hours at an economic cost of CAN $13.2 billion. Since
then, the national and provincial governments have
spent CAN $1.2 billion installing blocking capacitors
and geomagnetically induced current monitors.

This investment ensures that the Hydro-Quebec
grid will survive without significant damage from
future solar flares as much as three times more
powerful than the 1989 flare. It also demonstrates a
principle: The cost of prevention equals a small frac-
tion of the cost to repair the damage a major solar
flare would likely cause.

In addition to installing protective infrastruc-
ture, the world’s power-grid authorities would be
wise to invest in stockpiling those backup power-
grid components most likely to be damaged by a

—=IGUR= 3

The sizes of the Sun and Earth in this image are to scale.

significant flare. The high damage costs projected by
Lloyd’s of London arise from the lengthy wait time
projected for the manufacture of replacement parts,
given current supplies and manufacturing capacity.
Again, the cost to create a stockpile would be sub-
stantially lower than the cost to repair the damage
without a stockpile.

As sobering as the risk from solar flares may
seem, it represents, in reality, a risk of our own
making, and it's a manageable risk. Appropriate
preparation could nullify it. However, the natural
risk to life from our star, the Sun, could not be lower.
Stars more massive than the Sun exhibit greater fla -
ing activity. Stars less massive than the Sun exhibit
greater flaring activity. Stars of the same mass as the
Sun, even if very slightly younger or older, manifest
dramatically greater flaring activity. Stars with a
different elemental composition likewise exhibit far
greater flaring activity.

All stars flare. None, however, flare as infre-
quently and as weakly as our Sun. What's more, at
no time in our Sun’s history has its flaring activity
been as low as it currently measures. Human civiliza-
tion—including our large, globally dispersed popula-
tion with its high technology—is possible only be-
cause Earth orbits a unique star at the best-possible
moment in that star’s history.

Remarkably, this best-possible moment coincides
with the era of the Sun’s optimally stable luminos-
ity. How stable is the Sun’s brightness? Because of
its particular elemental composition, it is five times
more stable than the second-most stable star yet
discovered.

Thanks to solar flares, we can be awestruck by
the beauty of auroral displays. Thanks to the Sun's

miraculous design and our exquisite
timing with respect to the Sun’s history,
we face no extinction risk from solar
flares but only preventable disruptions
to our technology.® @

Notes

1. Hugh Ross, “Life and Magnetic Field Variations,”
Today'’s New Reason to Believe (blog), Reasons to
Believe (April 22, 2019).

2. For details, see “Life and Magnetic Field
Variations,” Ibid.

3. Trevor Maynard, Neil Smith, and Sandra Gonzalez,
“Solar Storm Risk to the North American Electric
Grid,” Atmospheric and Environmental Research and
Lloyd’s of London Report (May 2013), pp. 4, 16.

4. Maynard, Smith, and Gonzalez, “Solar Storm Risk,”
p. 4.

5. For those who'd like more ideas for managing
solar-flare risks and/or more detail on the Sun’s favor-
able-for-life design, | recommend Weathering Climate
Change (RTB Press, 2020), pp. 117-126 and Designed
to the Core (RTB Press, 2022), pp 117-129, 225-228.
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God & the
Odds of ET

New Space Telescopes Aren’t

the Only Game Changer
by Jonathan Witt

ext-generation space telescopes from NASA and

the European Space Agency are ushering in a

golden age of deep-space exploration, putting
us on the verge of answering an old question: Are
there other thinking, speaking creatures living on far-

away planets?

Taking the question in steps and focusing on
our corner of the universe, astrobiologists are asking
these questions: Do other stars in our galaxy have
rocky, earthlike planets at the right distance from
their host stars to nurture life? If so, are any of them
actually inhabited? And if so, by what? Mere bacte-
ria? Algae? An array of exotic plants and animals?
For many in the hunt, the Holy Grail is to discover an
extrasolar planet with advanced aliens who can com-
municate with us across the vast chasm of space via
radio transmissions.

I Glossary

COROTATION CIRCLE
The circular band around a spiral galaxy’s center
where the stars move at about the same speed as
the spiral arms.

ECCENTRICITY
Eccentricity in this context is a measure of how non-
circular a body’s orbit is. A low eccentricity orbit is
one that is close to circular.
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Those hoping for this aren’t the
tinfoil hat brigade, either. They are
mainstream scientists and scholars
working at top universities and
other prominent institutions. Many
believe the Milky Way is teeming
with advanced life. After all, there
are hundreds of billions of stars in
the Milky Way. If even just one in
a million has an earthlike planet
with advanced life on it, then our
galaxy could contain hundreds of thousands of alien
civilizations.

But that's just the thing. Is it one in a million?
One in a thousand? One in a billion trillion? Maybe
we are the only inhabited planet in the entire uni-
verse. Without data and careful reasoning as to what
a planet requires for habitability, the issue is just
an empty math game where you fill in the divisor
based on wishful thinking, then present the result
of the division problem as if you have discovered
something.

GALACTIC HABITABLE ZONE
Gonzalez helped pioneer the idea of a galactic hab-
itable zone, now widely embraced in astrobiology.
A habitable star system can’t be too close to the
center of the galaxy or too far away from it for
reasons delineated in The Privileged Planet.

G-DWARF TYPE STAR
Also known as G-type main-sequence stars, G-dwarf
type stars are very close to the sun’s mass, tempera-
ture, brightness, and spectral type. Most stars are
either much more massive or much less massive
than G-dwarf type stars.



GOD & THE ODDS OF ET by Jonathan Witt

A HABITABLE PLANET: THE RECIPE

Astrobiologists move beyond pure guesswork by
investigating the question, What factors are needed
for a habitable planet, and how likely is each such
factor to obtain for any given star system? Initially,
the list of ingredients was short. Astrobiologists gen-
erally agreed that you need a relatively stable star of
the right sort. You need a rocky planet (no gas giants
need apply). And the planet needs to be the right
distance from its host star to allow for liquid water
on the planet’s surface. If that's all that's needed,
then we can expect there to be legions of habitable
planets in the Milky Way.

But as astrobiologists dug deeper into the mat-
ter, the list of necessary conditions for habitability
grew and grew, with the odds of getting all of them
together in any given star system shrinking geometri-
cally with each new independent factor.

In the just-released 20th anniversary edition of
The Privileged Planet: How Our Place in the Cosmos
Is Designed for Discovery, astrobiologist Guillermo
Gonzalez and philosopher Jay Richards update the
list of factors necessary for a habitable planet. The
bullet points below are drawn from Appendix A of
the book, with the wording here either verbatim or
lightly modified for clarity outside the larger explan-
atory context of the book. A habitable planet:

© Orbits an early G-dwarf type star that
is at least a few billion years old

© Orbits a star in the galactic habitable zone

© Orbits a star near the corotation circle and
with a low eccentricity galactic orbit

© Orbits a star outside the spiral arms

0O Is a terrestrial planet the right distance
from the host star to have liquid water
on the planet’s surface (a distance known
as the circumstellar habitable zone)

© Is near enough to the inner edge of
the circumstellar habitable zone to al-
low high oxygen and low carbon diox-
ide concentrations in the atmosphere

© Orbits a star with no more than a few
giant planets comparable in mass to
Jupiter and that are in large, nearly cir-
cular orbits (so that the gas giants do not
mess up the earthlike planet’s orbit)

© Has a low eccentricity orbit outside of
regions around a star that would desta-
bilize the planet’s rotation axis and or-
bit due to the gravity of giant planets

© Isin the right mass range

© Has theright
concentration of
sulfur in its core

© Hasalarge
moon and the
right planetary
rotation period
to avoid cha-
otic variations
in its obliquity

© Has the right
amount of wa-
ter in the crust

© Has steady plate
tectonic cycling

© Is a habit-
able planet
where single-celled life actually emerged

© Experienced a critically low number
of large impacts during its history

© Experienced a critically low num-
ber of transient radiation events from
outer space during its history

© Is a planet where plant and animal life suc-
cessfully evolved from single-celled life

© Is a planet where an intelligent, technology-
wielding life form evolved from lower animals

© Is among that subset of planets that
have hosted technological life where
the technological life has not destroyed
itself or otherwise gone extinct'

have been getting

as new habitability
requirements are
discovered.

HOW MANY EARTHS?

Gonzalez and Richards assign a 10 percent chance for

each of these 19 factors, but they make a strong case

that the odds are much slimmer in many instances.
Some of the factors may have an infinitesimall

small probability of occurring by happenstance.

For instance, perhaps the emergence of the firs
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the calculated odds

slimmer and slimmer
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self-reproducing cell is improbable or even impos-
sible given the materialists’ limited toolkit (chance
plus natural laws). The same may hold for the origin
of plants and animals. Richards and Gonzalez are
skeptical that chemistry and natural selection alone
can evolve fundamentally new forms of life, as am I.
But for the sake of argument they generously grant
even these factors a one in 10 chance of occurring on
any terrestrial planet where all the other necessary
factors are in place.

We are multiplying fractions here, so the odds
get geometrically smaller with each additional factor.
Multiply out just the first thirteen, and we find that
the odds of any one star system having a habitable
planet is less than one in a trillion, meaning that
even with all the billions of stars in the Milky Way,
the odds are strongly against there being even one
other habitable planet in our galaxy besides Earth.
And note, Gonzalez and Richards further lowballed
the odds by leaving out several factors. Also keep in
mind that for some time now, the calculated odds
have been getting slimmer and slimmer as new hab-
itability requirements are discovered.

RX FORTHE RARE-EARTH BLUES

In light of these observations, what's an astrobiolo-
gist to do who is keen to believe in the likelihood

of extraterrestrial life and eager for the tax-paying
public to believe in his research mission so they will
continue to support government outlays for the
search? One option is simply to pretend that these
habitability requirements aren’t telling us what they
clearly are telling us.

But there is, | would argue, a more rational and
intellectually defensible strategy for maintaining a
measure of optimism about the possibility of extra-
terrestrial life. The above are the slender odds of an-
other habitable planet in the Milky Way if the whole
affair is a matter of dumb luck. But what if neither
Earth nor anything else in the universe is a matter of
blind chance?

What if the space-time-matter-energy that
emerged in the Big Bang was the product of a
timeless, immaterial mind, as some Nobel Laureate
physicists and astronomers have held? And what if
this cosmic architect not only fine-tuned the laws and
constants of nature to allow for the possibility of life,
but also made sure that habitable planets swarming
with life sprang up far more frequently than dumb
luck would allow?

Many scientists insist they can’t go there. They
hold to the dogma known as methodological ma-
terialism. This rule says scientists must only invoke
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material causes to explain aspects of nature—no in-
telligent design allowed. It's a shame. Scientists look-
ing for a sound reason to suppose the Milky Way may
be teeming with inhabited planets, or who just want
to pursue the question unhindered by a question-
begging rule, should ask themselves whether the
dogma of methodological materialism has worn out
its welcome.

There is, alas, another stumbling block prevent-
ing many scientists from opening themselves up to
the possibility of intelligent design in the formation
of habitable worlds. Many do not want there to be a
Creator God. And indeed, their search for advanced
extraterrestrial life
looks like a search
for a substitute god
or father figure to
replace the void
left by the God they
deny.

FREE GOD,
FALLEN ALIENS

As for proponents of

intelligent design,

most of us take an

open view on the

question of whether

there are other

inhabited planets

out there. Orthodox Christian theology holds that
God is free in his creative activities. He was free to
create only a single inhabited planet among the
starry hosts, or to create five of them, or five million.
It's his call.

What about extraterrestrial creatures who are
made in the image of God and have also, like us, fall-
en into sin? Christian author C. S. Lewis wrestled with
this possibility in his essay “Religion and Rocketry.”
He gave a long and nuanced answer there, but also
a short one. "It is no very new idea,” he wrote, “that
the eternal Son may, for all we know, have been
incarnate in other worlds than earth and so saved
other races than ours.” These considerations leave
the Christian, as with other theists, intellectually un-
fettered regarding the possibility of other inhabited
worlds. Maybe they’re out there. Maybe they’re not.
Let’s follow the evidence streaming in over the next
few decades and see. ®

Note

1. 1 encourage readers fascinated by this topic to get a copy of the new
edition of The Privileged Planet, where the authors explain each factor
in detail and answer objections.
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Grave Slander

Canada’s Residential Schools:
A Saga of Journalistic Malfeasance

by Denyse O’Leary

n May 27, 2021, Rosanne Casimir, the local

leader of the main Tk’emllps te Secwépemc

reserve in British Columbia’s southern inte-
rior, made a startling announcement: ground-pene-
trating radar had discovered 215 children buried at
the site of the former Kamloops Indian Residential
School. The following day, the New York Times re-
ported, “’Horrible History’: Mass Grave of Indigenous
Children Reported in Canada.” World media swiftly
followed suit, and claims about the graves of more

than 1300 missing children at former residential
school sites suddenly popped up across Canada.

The stories grew more sensational. As veteran
political reporter Terry Glavin noted in the National
Post one year later, the public had been told of
“Youngsters thrown into incinerators. The corpses of
children thrown into lakes and rivers. Priests ‘de-
capitating’ children. Little girls conscripted to bury
babies. Dead boys hanging by their necks in a barn.”!
The credulity of most media seemed boundless.

The Canadian government'’s official grief spared
no detail. The flag on the Peace Tower was low-
ered for 161 days. One week after the Kamloops
story broke, Bill C-5 was introduced to create a new
federal holiday on September 30: the “National Day
for Truth and Reconciliation.” Canada Day, ob-
served every July 1 since 1868, was drowned out. In
October, the House of Commons voted unanimously
to recognize what had happened as a “genocide,” a
move which appeared to confirm the horrific media
stories.? Surveying the unfolding drama, Cabinet
Minister Carolyn Bennett opined, “This week has
opened the eyes of many Canadians. Like George
Floyd did.”

A memorial for Kamloops
at Vancouver Art Gallery

AWAVE OFVIOLENCE

As if sensing permission from the top, activists began
to tear down monuments to Captain Cook, Queen
Victoria, and Queen Elizabeth II. A wave of anti-
Christian violence spread through Canada. Close to
100 churches have been burned to the ground or
vandalized, a level of crime far in excess of past years'
numbers. As Glavin reported, they included “be-
loved old Indian reserve churches where Indigenous
communities had baptized their children and eulo-
gized their dead going back generations.” Statistics
Canada later recorded a 260 percent increase in hate
crimes against Catholics for the year.? Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, while professing to be saddened
by the violence, stated that anger “against institu-
tions like the Catholic Church [is] real, and it's fully
understandable.”*

In many ways, Trudeau was the perfect politi-
cal figure for such a moment. An iconic photo from
2021 shows him holding a teddy bear and kneel-
ing before a little flag marking the site of a grave
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near a residential school in the Qu'Appelle Valley

in Saskatchewan. A telling detail, given subsequent
developments, is that the graveyard in which he
knelt for the cameras was not in fact a long-hidden,
just-discovered burial ground for Indigenous school-
children. It was the local community Catholic cem-
etery, where all sorts of people had been buried for
generations.

UNSUBSTANTIATED

During the long period of public mourning, some
started looking for evidence. By 2024, the federal
government had spent $8 million at the Kamloops
site alone but found no evidence of burials.> The
ground-penetrating radar which had first given the
story legs had apparently picked up evidence of tiles
from an old septic system.® Traditional-culture issues
prevented excavation at Kamloops, but where sites
could be excavated, no unrecorded burials were
found. In some instances, the traditional wooden
crosses marking graves had succumbed to the ele-
ments, thus giving cover to dubious headlines about
“unmarked graves.” Wherever documentary records
were consulted, it turned out there were few or no
missing children.” The incredible but baseless atroc-
ity reports were traced to the decades-long work of
a defrocked United Church minister with a history of
disseminating wild stories.®

Few claimed that the residential schools, which
operated roughly from the 1820s through the 1970s,
were a success. But, as Glavin—a sympathetic but
hard-nosed reporter—noted, the government-driven
moral panic added no new information to the dismal
record. The 139 underfunded, mostly church-run
Catholic institutions did inflict “brutal sexual, emo-
tional and psychological abuse” and saw a mortal-
ity rate, especially in the early years, that was much
higher than average. Of course, any abuse is inex-
cusable, but these actual harms had already been
exhaustively documented and addressed during the
Truth and Reconciliation hearings of 2008-2015.

CRIMINALIZING DOUBT

No evidence was found to substantiate the claims
that children had been murdered. Nonetheless, as
Glavin noted, as of late 2023, “nearly one in fiv
Canadians believe the horribly high mortality rates

in the schools were not due to the known causes of
infectious diseases like tuberculosis and influenza
but rather the result of children being deliberately
killed.”® That made it difficult for the federal govern-
ment to walk back “the worst fake news in Canadian
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history,” as Tom Flanagan, co-editor of Grave Error:
How the Media Misled Us (and the Truth About
Residential Schools), put it."°

One government strategy has been to try to
make “residential school denialism” a crime. In
February 2023, Immigration Minister Marc Miller was
reported to be considering such a law."" If it passes,
Grave Error
might end
up as a test
case. A book
of essays by
accredited
scholars, inves-
tigative jour-
nalists, judges,
lawyers, and
independent
researchers, it
was published
late last year

Grave Error is devastating,
precisely because, in
striking contrast to
most media coverage of
the topic, its analysis is
entirely evidence-based.
Thus it has, predictably,

ﬁyd?esg'rae';s' been denounced as
because, “‘hate literature’, ‘hateful’,
?foje,;ir.ztn has ‘caused harm’ and
e, represents ‘denialism.”

mainstream

publisher would have touched this book with a ten-
foot pole.” It was reviewed mainly in independent
media, that is, media not supported financially by
the Canadian government, as Canada’s mainstream
media are.

Grave Error is devastating, precisely because, in
striking contrast to most media coverage of the topic,
its analysis is entirely evidence-based. Thus it has,
predictably, been denounced as “’hate literature’,
‘hateful’, has ‘caused harm’ and represents ‘denial-
ism."”12 Clearly, not every Canadian agrees. Despite
its lowly, unadvertised beginnings, the book has
been a consistent reader favorite since publication, at
times reaching No. 1 on Amazon Canada. So if Miller
is serious about his proposed new law, Grave Error
should be his first target.

NARRATIVE OVERTRUTH

Why are such stories told and believed without—or
in spite of—evidence? Glavin identifies a key factor:
the decline of media throughout North America:

In these impoverished conditions, it's much
easier for journalists to construe events in




GRAVE SLANDER by Denyse O'Leary

such a way as to uphold an ideologically
rigid “narrative” than to go about the hard
work of building true stories from the con-
struction material of hard facts.

In this case, the media often defaulted
to Indigenous sources who fronted
sensational, unsourced stories that it
became their duty to believe—and
"hateful” to doubt."

There may be deeper issues too.
Australian writer Kurt Mahlburg notes
that the tales are best understood as a
sort of “blood libel,” which, by its very
nature is not, and doesn’t even try to
be, evidence-based.™

TIPTOEING AROUND
THE REALITY

We may see a formal reprise of the

2021 hysterics around the upcoming

September 30 National Day for Truth

and Reconciliation, nicknamed “Orange Shirt Day.”
The ubiquitous tee shirt derives from an account,
of which various versions exist, of an orange shirt
being taken from a residential-school student upon
arrival."

In the meantime, the hype is periodically revived.
In June, for example, responding to the fact that
no graves of missing children have been found, BC
Regional Chief Terry Teegee offered a theory: “Some
of these residential schools or these institutions also
had incinerators, so there could be potential of not
finding any remains of any children that have gone
missing."”'®

So the faith stays strong. When National Post
founder Conrad Black pointed out at a June Western
broadcasters’ meeting that “We don’t even today
know if there are any graves there”—which is a
statement of fact—a number of broadcasters and
regulators responded by walking out. The associa-
tion’s board of directors swiftly issued a formal apol-
ogy: “We recognize the comments he made today
were disrespectful and incredibly hurtful.”'”

The broadcasters may be acting to protect
themselves here. Walking out in protest exempts
them from having to address the fact that there is no
evidence backing the story. Worse, the proposed new
law against denialism and another one against “hate
speech” could imperil story research. The walkout
reassures the powers that be that no awkward ques-
tions will be asked. Another safe option, which many
are pursuing, is to quietly change or downplay the

story.'® Early on, the term “unmarked graves” began
to replace “mass graves,” at least in Canadian media.
The main beneficiary of the panic has been
China. The totalitarian state quickly capitalized on
the Canadian government’s genocide resolution
by forcing Canada to abandon its
careful, years-long effort to form an
international coalition to condemn
human rights violations in Xinjiang.

WARNING TO AMERICA

Could a top-down, institutionalized,
mass delusion of this sort happen
in the United States? Conrad Black
offers a comment that may help
answer the question: It couldn’t have
happened in Canada, he says, with-
out “a large section of the public,
which knows this to be a falsehood
but chooses to side with the silent
forces”" that forbid open discussion.
If many Americans place themselves
in that section of the public, we can guess the answer
pretty accurately. @
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The Prodigal Son
at Sea

The Adventures of Robinson Crusoe
by Rick Reed

[though generally regarded as an adventure

story, The Adventures of Robinson Crusoe, a

fictional memoir of faith, may be read as a retell-
ing of the parable of the Prodigal Son. Crusoe’s father is
a merchant who gives his son a comfortable living and
urges him to join him in his business. The son, however,
goes off to sea, despite warnings regarding the dangers
of such a life. The novel recounts Crusoe’s experiences of
suffering and difficulty before coming to faith followed
by his subsequent growth in Christian confidence and
testimony afterward.

RASHNESS

When young Crusoe announces

his desire to seek his fortune

at sea, his father urges him to

weigh the risks and comforts

of that life against the life of a

merchant like himself. Instead

of giving more thought to his

ways, the determined young

prodigal ingratiates himself with

a merchant captain who takes

him on as a companion inves-

tor, not a sailor. With his help,

Crusoe makes a handsome profi

and decides to try again. On the

next voyage, however, he is cap-

tured by pirates and sold into

slavery. The experience recalls to

him his father’s prophetic words that he would “have
leisure hereafter to reflect upon having neglected
his [father’s] counsel when there might be none” to
help him. Nonetheless, when Crusoe finally escapes,
his father’s words fade. He sets off again to seek his

46

fortune, oblivious once more to his
father’s loving advice.

This third adventure ends in
the shipwreck that maroons him
on a deserted island. Although
he dares to venture out to what
remains of the wrecked ship to
salvage what he can from it, he
remains lonely and hopeless. He
builds and stocks a sturdy shelter
but struggles, nearly in despair,
until he decides to measure the
evils of his circumstances against
the goods.

GRATITUDE

In composing the two comparative

lists, he becomes aware of a simple

truth. The list of goods includes his

being alive, his bounty of salvage

from the wrecked ship, his abil-

ity to feed himself, the absence

of threats from beasts and other

men, and hope that the One who

preserved him can deliver him.

Despite the deteriorat-

ing clothes, defenselessness,
and isolation, he chooses and
sets his mind to live and to
hope. Reflecting on his many
struggles, he concludes, “there
was scarce any condition in the
world so miserable but there
was something negative or
something positive to be thank-
ful forit.”

WRESTLING
WITH GOD

Later, when recovering from a
serious illness, Crusoe takes out
one of three Bibles recovered
from the shipwreck. Though
he’s too ill to concentrate, his
eyes fall on Psalm 50:15: “Call
on Me in the day of trouble,
and | will deliver thee, and

thou shalt glorify Me.” Moved, he kneels and prays
for the first time in years, asking God to fulfill his
promise and deliver him from the island. He contin-
ues to meditate on this verse over his twenty-eight
years marooned in the Atlantic.



THE PRODIGAL SON AT SEA by Rick Reed

Like many Christians, only times of extreme trial
move him to look to God for help, as when, after
experiencing a life-threatening earthquake, he utters
the most essential prayer, “Lord have mercy upon
me!”

When he discovers barley growing about a
month after uttering this prayer, he experiences a
revelation. Admitting, “I had hitherto acted upon no
religious foundation at all,” he recalls that he had
heretofore attributed the events of his life to chance.
But the sight of grain growing in a place where it is
not native suggests to him something miraculous,
and he begins to think God has intervened on his
behalf, reflecting, “I ought to have been as thank-
ful for so strange and unforeseen a providence as if
it had been miraculous; for it was really the work of
Providence to me.” He acknowledges that more than
chance was involved in a few odd grains falling into
fertile, protected ground just before the rains came.

CONFESSION

As he meditates on his experiences, he confesses his
father’s “good instruction,” as well as his own “eight
years of seafaring wickedness”—which included
slave-trading. He describes that chapter in his life as
one when he neither looked to God nor reflected on
his own foolish choices. He confesses “a certain stu-
pidity of soul, without desire of good, or conscience
of evil.” When rescued from slavery, as when spared
from death by shipwreck, he failed to give thanks.
Instead, in his first many months on the island, he felt
no remorse for ignoring his father but instead pitied
himself as an unfortunate man, “born to be always
miserable.”

The prodigal son who committed, in his own
words, a “breach of my duty to God and my father”
and who underwent suffering ultimately comes to
repent of his defiance and longs to make amends.

Stricken with illness and despair, he finds in God's
word an understanding he had never before fully
grasped.

SERVICE

By the time Crusoe encounters a man captured

in war and rescues him from cannibals who have
brought him to the island for sacrifice, his religious
sensibilities have become more solid. In fact, he
determines to teach the man the Christian religion.
Unable to speak his language, Crusoe decides to call
the man Friday, the day he rescued him. Though
today'’s critics will say that Crusoe the slave-trader
makes Friday his personal slave because he expects
a man of color to serve him, the fact is that a bond
of friendship grows between the two men, and they
learn from each other.
The same critics might
call Crusoe a colonial-
ist who has taken over
other people’s land,
but in truth Crusoe
delivers Friday from
cannibalism, which was
practiced not only by
his captors but also by
Friday’s own people.

Crusoe is a man
who conquers
both his situation
and himself.
The Adventures
of Robinson
Crusoe moves
from tribulation
to triumph.

AN
OVERCOMER

Surely, it is no spoiler to
note that Crusoe and
Friday both eventually
escape the island and
sail to Europe. The ad-
venture has been made
into at least eighteen
films. However, it is for
the story of Crusoe’s transformation from prodigal to
penitent that readers should pick up this novel and
read it today. In a world in which inhabitants of the
most privileged and abundant civilization in human
history fixate on the suffering of others and join
mobs steeped in resentments (both in the streets and
on social media), it could be instructive to follow the
rebellion, suffering, and subsequent maturation of

a man who chooses to survive and persevere rather
than give up in self-pity or erupt in rage. Crusoe is a
man who conquers both his situation and himself.
Unlike the never-ending jeremiads of the internet
woebegone, The Adventures of Robinson Crusoe
moves from tribulation to triumph. @
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was that Wayne and Ford did agree

on most of the important things in

a man'’s life, such as courage, honor,

Law & H O n O r diligence, and love of country. Of those
four, honor is probably the hardest for

people now to understand. A busi-

’ ’ nessman who is aiming only to make
Guy Hamllton s money, or a college professor who
: . writes only for publication and promo-
Man In the Mlddle tion, or a researcher who has in mind
only the advocacy of some social policy
b)’ Anthon)’ Esolen is without honor.
he great director Billy Wilder once said that MURDER INTHE CAMP
he rTIade moyles because he wanted to tell The hero in Guy Hamilton's film Man in
stories. He did not say he made them because the Middle (1964) is no saint, but in this
he wanted to change the world, or anything at all world, we have mainly to do with the

that would have reduced his work to political pro- ordinary run of human sinners; what
we require for most situations is not

paganda. And to tell compelling stories, rather than sanctity but honor. And the situation in
to engage in a Soviet-style march into the supposed this film is quite thankless.

. . We are at an Allied camp in India
wo.rld to come, you have to be interested ml P.\uma.n during World War Il Lieutenant Colonel
beings such as they are, and not as your political vi- Barney Adams (Robert Mitchum) is
sion would have them be. And you have to envision called in—flown in, rather, deliber-

them in difficult situations, ones that will almost ately and cannily chosen—to put up a
defense for one Lieutenant Winston

never admit of any political solution. (Keenan Wynn), who has shot a British
officer dead in front of many witnesses.
Hollywood, to be sure, had its leanings even We are in no doubt about this fact. The film begins
during the golden age (1935-1965), but these were with the shooting. Winston goes into the man’s quar-
usually kept strictly subordinate to the telling of ters, where he is resting and minding his business, and
stories, and in any case, they were neither predict- empties his gun into the man’s body. There was no
able nor simplistic, for otherwise how could the fight
arch-conservative John Wayne have made so many The British and the Americans, we are told, have
films for the liberal John Ford? The answer, in part, been getting along badly, so that what's needed is

both a guilty verdict and a summary execu-
tion (to mollify the British), as well as a real
defense (to mollify the Americans). That is
what Adams’s friend and superior office ,
General Kempton (Barry Sullivan), has in
mind for him to do.

There is a problem, though. It isnt
that Winston is sorry for what he has done.
He would do it again, in a heartbeat. It
isn't that Winston was defending himself.
He was not. It is that Winston is not sane.

You have quite a bar to clear in estab-
lishing insanity. We aren't talking about
depression or stress or crazy ideas. We are
talking about a psychosis so terrible that
one no longer has the capacity to recog-

Robert Mitchum & France Nuyen nize reality itself, let alone to distinguish
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LAW & HONOR by Anthony Esolen

right from wrong. And Winston appears to be sane.
The conclusions from the American medical staff af-
firm it. He doesn’t want to be defended. He doesn’t
help Adams out. He is

glad he did what he did,

and he is ready to die.

HUMAN
COMPLICATIONS

Yet Major Kaufman (Sam

Wanamaker), the one

doctor on the American

staff who is a qualifie

psychiatrist, sent in a re-

port to the contrary. But

he has been summarily

transferred to the inte-

rior—gotten out of the

way. Fortunately, his sec-

retary (France Nuyen, the

lovely French-Vietnamese

actress) made a carbon

copy of the report and

gives it to Adams. At

first, he will not read it.

It cannot be verified. It is

inadmissible as evidence.

He must play by the book.

But when he finds out

about Kaufman'’s transfer,

his suspicions grow, and

while time is running out,

he makes his way into the

hinterlands to meet with

Kaufman and, if Winston is indeed insane, to have

Kaufman return at once to the main camp to testify.

Meanwhile, Adams makes the acquaintance of Major

Kensington (Trevor Howard), a British doctor who

knows all about Winston and his case, but who has

been told by his superiors to keep his mouth shut.
To make matters all the more painful, Winston

is a thoroughly detestable human being. He hates

blacks, he hates the Indians, he hates the British; and

he admits—or rather he boasts—that he killed the

British officer because the man was consorting with

one of the local women—one of “those,” you see.
Adams is not motivated by any affection for the

murderer. He is not motivated by any political vision.

He is not on any crusade. But the more it appears

that he has been brought in for a complicated little

puppet show, the more unwilling he is to play along.

Likewise, the secretary has no motives other than

loyalty to her former boss, Kaufman, and though she

and Adams fall into a kind of wartime love, that in

itself plays no part in what the defense counsel feels

he must do. The irony in this is that a woman who is
not lily white, either in
complexion or in be-
havior, is committed to
defending Winston the
racist, a man who would
surely never defend her,
and that the defense
counsel, in his wartime
tryst, is doing something
like what Winston says
the British officer did
which moved him to kill
the man in cold blood.

HONOR OVER
UTILITY

The motive force is
honor. General Kempton
has a war to win, and
the details of Winston'’s
condition mean nothing
to him; it appears that
the bonds of friend-
ship between him and
Adams must be severed.
Others on the American
staff have their ca-
reers to think of. Major
Kensington, who will
play the key role in the
story (and it could go to
no one better than Trevor Howard), has no desire
to save the life of a man who has killed one of his
countrymen, but he, too, though jaded by the war
and put upon by his superiors, is a man of honor.
The final scene, which | won't give away, is both
inevitable and a shock—nor will there be any career
“redemption” for Barney Adams the honorable
lawyer, nor any sentimental ringing of marriage bells
in the distance. He has been a man so placed that he
must lose if he is to win. But you cannot be a man of
honor unless you are willing to take any loss rather
than tell a lie, or bury a truth, or shrug and say that
the responsibility really rests with somebody else, as
if you would be glad to uphold honor on condition
that everybody else in the world does the same.
Here too is a proof that what Jesus says is no
mere promise, but is the very truth, a truth enacted
in the deed itself, that he who would save his life
must lose it. ®
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New Age in
Wonderland

The Neo-Hippie Religion Replacing

Atheism Among the Young
by Roberto Urena

The class was called “God, World, and Soul,” and | was
sitting in a group with four other philosophy students at
a state university. The topic of discussion was the nature
of religious experience, and one of my colleagues had
shared what he considered to be one of the most defi -
ing moments of his life. He had been walking through

a forest with a friend, he explained, when suddenly—
apropos, evidently, of nothing—he and his friend both
felt what he called a “distinctly feminine presence.” The
beauty of his natural surroundings weighed upon him,
and all at once he felt that “everything was one,” that
his own individual essence was inextricably and indis-
tinguishably intertwined with the essence of the world

around him.

He waxed on for a few min-
utes before casually conclud-
ing with, “By the way, | was on
shrooms the whole time.”

He could, of course, have
said so from the beginning and
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spared me the trouble of paying
attention to his story. | almost
pointed out that being high does
not actually count as a “religious
experience,” but | held my tongue.
It struck me that he was actually

quite serious. He honestly believed
his trip down the rabbit hole was
something akin to a baptism of the
Holy Ghost—never mind that the
Wonderland adventure had been
induced by the ingestion of certain
hallucinogenic fungi. To question
the validity of the experience
might come across as an offense,
so | decided to remain silent on
that issue.

New Ageism

The case of my friend is but one
face of the New Age hydra now
challenging Christianity and the
biblical worldview. It is a sort of
neo-hippie culture in which athe-
ists and agnostics, steeped in a
world parched of the spiritual by
secular academia, have turned to
manufactured “spiritual-religious”
illusions, which they claim are as
good as, if not better than, the
real thing. The question of wheth-
er their spiritual-religious experi-
ences are accurate reflections of
reality, or can even be defended
rationally, is left unasked.

On one hand, this bizarre reac-
tion against the New Atheism that
formerly held sway in academic
circles is strong evidence that the
secular vision of a society sapped
of spirituality has failed. On the
other hand, the wave of people
turning not to Christianity or other
traditional forms of spirituality
but to the psychedelic suggests




that hard atheism and dogmatic
secularism have not been without
effect.

In my view, New Ageism is
supplanting traditional religions
among the youth of this genera-
tion because it does not involve
a commitment to any worldview.
It satisfies the longing for spiritu-
ality while eschewing any need
for rational justification or moral
parameters on individual action.

Houses of Cards

New Age is not, at least at the
grassroots level, a rational thing
consisting of premises worked to-
gether into conclusions supporting
a logical theory. Find some young
person who looks like a stereotypi-
cal hippie, and ask him to answer
some of the chief worldview ques-
tions: What does it mean to be hu-
man? What is the basis for moral-
ity? Does life have any meaning?
What happens after we die? Why
do you believe what you believe?
If your hippie can give you even a
semblance of a rational answer to
such questions, your hippie has my
deepest respect.

| once asked a stereotypical
hippie if she believed in karma.
She said she did.

“Interesting,” | said. “So, let
me ask you this:
Suppose a kind-
ly old lady is
walking across
the street, and,
coming down
the road at
the same time
there’s a drunk
driver who is
clearly oblivious
to her. Should |
try and pull the
elderly woman
out of the way,
if | can?”

“Of
course!” she
said.

“Now if, despite my efforts,
our unfortunate old lady were to

The New Ageist’s
god demands nothing
from humans and
is apparently quite
indifferent as to
whether the creatures
believe in him or not.
And it appears that as
far as the New Ageists
are concerned, the
feeling is mutual.

be hit by that vehicle, we'd say it
was bad karma, wouldn't we?”

"Well, sure,” she said.

| nodded and continued. “And
if the car should merely tussle her
graying hair, we'd say it was good
karma, wouldn’t we?"”

"1 guess,” she figured

“And is not
karma just?” |
queried.

“It has to
be,” she said.

And now,
for the finishin
stroke: “Well,
then, isn't it my
moral duty to
not interfere?
After all, if the
car does hit our
old lady, she
is simply get-
ting her dues
for some horrid
action she did
in her past or
in some other life. On the other
hand, if the car does not hit her,

then surely the face of karma
smiles on her sweet, innocent soul,
and | have no need to lift a finge .
Either way, let karmic justice be
done, though the heavens may
fall. You see, then, that the moral
system of karma allows no room
for compassion. Compassion, of
course, would dictate that | rush to
the assistance of the old woman.
And, insofar as compassion is
supposed to be a cornerstone of
any moral system, karma, in and
of itself, cannot stand as a moral
system.”

Here there was a pause.

She looked at me strangely. She
opened her mouth to speak, and,
even as | prepared to taste from
the blessed cup of victory, she ut-
tered a single word.

“So?"

So? Was that to be my reward?
And here | thought | might just
convert her!

New Age is a house of cards,
pretending to be a castle. A puff
of wind or a sentence of argument
is all it takes to send the whole
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bastion crashing down. But, does
our hippie friend care a hoot? |
might smash her house of cards
with a wrecking ball of reason,
scattering the cards like chaff by
logic and fundamental principles,
reducing her most cherished
beliefs to ashes of folly and her
dogmas to imbecilities.

But wait! What's this? She
is unchanged! Her countenance
retains its happy-go-lucky air, and
her long hair does not droop in
despair. She picks up the eight of
diamonds and the two of clubs
from among the rubble and leans
them together so that they stand.
Another such triangle, and anoth-
er like it—until, at last, the house
of cards stands again! Is it possible
that she herself knows that philos-
ophy does her beliefs no favors? Is
it possible that she believes simply
because she wants to?

A Domesticated God

All of this is to say that logic, as

a means of discovering truth,
means not a scrap of paper to
New Ageists. They may know bet-
ter than you or | do that astrol-
ogy doesn’t make fruit punch,

let alone sense, but believe in it
anyway. Why? They may tell you

it works. They may tell you they
don’t know, but it feels nice. They
may tell you that the shrooms told
them so. | once asked a New Ageist
to explain why she believed in
reincarnation, and in her explana-
tion, she rather kindly referred me
to the accredited academic source
Dragon Ball Z. Yes, the anime
series.

New Age is not a philosophy
but a wishful feeling which has
somehow crystalized into a quasi-
religion. But why, then, do people,
especially the young, cling so stub-
bornly to such a system—if, in fact,
it can even be called a system?

| think that New Age, with its
concoction of various eccentric
beliefs—the mysterious force of
karma, the enigmatic power of
the stars, the strange qualities
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of certain crystals—gives to the
believer a kind of comfort from
the cold, stark aspects of naked
atheism. Here the spiritual realm
is tame and can be appealed to
as necessary, without the impera-
tive of living one’s life according
to any dictates. If there is a God,
then God is relegated to some
uncanny energy that emanates
from nature, or perhaps to the
tickly feeling in one’s chest during
an LSD trip. Such a god demands
nothing from humans and is ap-
parently quite indifferent as to
whether the creatures believe in
him or not. And it appears that
as far as the New Ageists are
concerned, the feeling is mutual.
Such a god provides no moral
framework aside from some-
thing like "you do you,” which is
quite a convenient law to follow
anyway. New Ageism is like a
buffet line. Take what you like,
pass on what you don’t, and leave
with more than can possibly fi

on one plate—never mind the
consequences.

Engaging with the
New Age Faithful

It is only a half-good to point out
where the holes in the boat are;
the other half is making some
effort to stop up the leaks. Thus,
here are a few suggestions for any-
one looking to engage the inhab-
itants of New Age culture:

e Attempting to rationalize a New
Ageist out of his New Ageism is,

in itself, irrational. This may seem
counterintuitive, but the New
Ageist, who has come to accept his
ideas, despite their irrationality,
will seldom be impressed by the
rationality of your ideas. The man
who has gouged his own eyes out
will never understand the beauty
of your painting, try as you may to
describe it to him.

¢ The key to reaching a New
Ageist is through pathos. Most

New Ageists believe in nonsense
because they find pleasure in their
nonsense. | have found the most
success in speaking with New
Ageists when | engage with their
beliefs—and present my own—at
their level. People tend to pay
more attention to you when you
speak their language. In other
words, it is important to demon-
strate why Christianity is satisfying,
fulfilling, and hopeful. After all,
these things are what the New
Ageist is seeking.

* Have a ready answer for what it
is you believe and why you believe
it. In any attempt to persuade any-
one, you must have a firm grasp
of your own worldview. Have

you asked yourself the worldview
questions we asked our hypotheti-
cal hippie friend? If not, sit down
and really try to give each one a
satisfactory answer.

The Human Connection

There is no ready-made, micro-
waveable answer to New Ageism
because there is no one-minute
answer to the difficult questions
we ask as human beings. When
speaking with those of another
worldview, perhaps especially
with New Ageism, it is crucial

to engage not with a view to
destroying the other person’s
ideas, but with a view to engag-
ing with—and understanding—a
person. Everyone has his own
struggles, hungers, and beliefs—
the hippie no less than the theist,
atheist, or agnostic—and each
one should be addressed on a
personal level. A loving tone, a
peaceful demeanor, and a hope-
ful message go a long way toward
opening the heart and mind of a
New Ageist toward the Christian
faith. The power of our evange-
lism must come not from argu-
ment but from a genuine desire
to draw thirsty souls out of this
world and into the arms of the
God they unwittingly, yet so des-
perately, seek. ®
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Counting to God

A Journey Back to Faith Through Science
by Douglas Ell

When | was a child, | sensed that there was a purpose
behind the universe, and that comforted me. My par-
ents took me to church and Sunday school, but | don't
remember learning anything about Jesus or the Gospel.
Nothing sunk in, and that was probably because | was a

very distracted kid.

High-School
Science vs. Faith

I left the faith in high school. | was
(and still am) quite the nerd, and
as | learned more about science,
science seemed to contradict the
Bible. What really shook me was
something called the Miller-Urey
experiment. It was in my high-
school textbook, and although

it has long been discredited,

it still appears in many science
textbooks.

In 1953, two scientists mixed
the chemicals they thought were
representative of the early-Earth
atmosphere. By running electricity
through the solution, they were
able to produce a few amino acids,
the elementary building blocks of
life. From this they inferred that
life could have formed by natural
processes—that it could have, as

Douglas Ell

Charles Darwin had speculated,
started as an accidental byproduct
of some chemical reaction in a
“warm little pond” on the prime-
val Earth. It was a weak inference
for many reasons: for one, they
used ultra-pure chemicals, and for
another, the conditions of the con-
trolled experiment were nowhere
near what the natural conditions
might have been. Moreover, even

if they had produced all the neces-
sary building blocks, there would
still be the matter of getting them
to link up in the right way, a feat
that does not “just happen” by
accident.

Unfortunately, after reading
that life could have started by
chance, | turned away from God. |
considered myself an atheist when
| entered MIT, and this continued
for many years as | went through
graduate school in theoretical
mathematics and then law school.

Church

Later, when | was in my early thir-
ties, my son was born. My wife
wanted him to be baptized, and
| agreed mostly to avoid conflict
But | sensed something at that
church. | felt a sense of holiness
there, and | met people who had
peace in their lives. They had
something that | desperately
needed and wanted, and | knew
that no amount of money nor
professional success was going to
provide it for me. | started going
to church regularly.

But I still had doubts. I told
myself that | couldn’t believe in
God unless there was scientifi
evidence for his existence. So |
decided | owed it to myself to look
for evidence.

Amazing Evidence

| purchased the standard college
treatise on molecular biology
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(more than 1,400 pages of fin
print) and started to read. What |
found amazed me! The evidence
from biology is overwhelming;
there is far too much complexity
and information stored in our 3.2
billion “letters” of DNA to be the
result of anything but design. |
read details about how life runs
because of those biological parts
we call proteins and the compli-
cated machines (a /ot of them)
that are built by putting them
together in just the right way.
Proteins are highly specialized
molecules. At one point, the math
nerd in me could not help but

calculate—literally on the back of
an envelope on an airplane—the
fantastic improbability that a sin-
gle functional protein could have
ever come together by accident in
the entire history of the universe.
It was an “Aha” moment for me.
The question of God's existence
was a no-brainer; modern science
points to belief in God.

| also read books on physics
and cosmology, where | found
more compelling evidence. There
are dozens of constants that seem
to be set perfectly for life to exist:
the speed of light, the strength of
gravity, the ratio of the masses of

Zombie Science

The Miller-Urey Experiment
by Bob Perry

y the late 1990s, the 1953
B Miller-Urey experiment

(MU) had been thoroughly
debunked. That's why Jonathan
Wells included it in his 2000 book,
Icons of Evolution, as an example
of one of the evolutionary myths
the scientific establishment con-
tinues to prop up.’
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Today, if you google MU,
the top results still reference it as
“groundbreaking” and “one of
the first successful experiments
demonstrating the synthesis
of organic compounds from inor-
ganic constituents in an origin of
life scenario.”? Interestingly, that
article and others like it describe

the proton and the electron, and
so on. The extreme improbability
of our universe’s having all the
constants set so precisely has been
likened to a control room in which
every dial has been finely tuned
to the exact right setting. The
conjecture of a multiverse as an
answer to the problem of this fine
tuning fails for numerous scientifi
reasons. And scientific posturing
notwithstanding, without God,
science has no clue why there is
something rather than nothing.
Why does anything exist?

At one point during this
journey, | was talking with a friend

MU as having “simulated
the conditions thought
at the time to be present
in the atmosphere of the
early, prebiotic Earth”
(emphasis added). Why
the qualifier

Bad Chemistry

When Stanley Miller and
his PhD advisor Harold
Urey conducted the
experiment, their setup
was simple and straight-
forward. They filled large
glass flasks with gases sim-
ulating the atmospheric
conditions thought at the
time to represent those on
the early Earth: hydrogen, am-
monia, methane, and water vapor
(importantly, they did not include
oxygen). They ran an electrical cur-
rent through the mixture to mimic
the effect of lightning and quickly
produced two of the elementary
building blocks of life, the amino
acids glycine and alanine.

Later geophysical and geo-
chemical research determined
that the assumptions Miller and
Urey had made about the envi-
ronmental conditions on the early
Earth were wrong. We now know
that the atmosphere consisted of



who was then head of the physics
department at MIT. | mentioned
that modern science points directly
to God. “Someone should write a
book about it,” | said—to which he
responded, “Perhaps that could be
you.”

| didn’t like that answer; | was
a busy attorney with three kids.
Surely, there must be someone
better suited to the task. But |
did eventually put my finding
in a book. Counting To God: A
Personal Journey Through Science
to Belief (2014) took me ten years
to write, and | launched it by giv-
ing a lecture at MIT. It “counts”
through seven areas of science
that point to God: the creation
of the universe, the fine-tunin

nitrogen, carbon dioxide, car-
bon monoxide, and water vapor.
Those studies also determined
that some free oxygen was pres-
ent. And oxygen, even in trace
amounts, tends to shut down
prebiotic chemistry.?

In addition, MU used a con-
tinuous charge of electricity to
simulate lightning. But lightning
comes in flashes. When later
researchers used non-continuous,
sudden bursts of electric current
to re-create the results of MU,
they produced no amino acids.

Weak Sauce

Amino acids are the building
blocks of polypeptides, which, in
turn, must be assembled to form
proteins, which must each be
folded and connected to other
proteins in very specific ways. MU
produced two—amino acids, not
proteins.

There are 20 different kinds
of amino acids, and proteins are
composed of strings of up to 3000
of them. The median number in a
simple bacterial protein is 267; in
a human protein, it is 375.* And
there are about 20,000 different

of the universe, the origin of life,

the technology of life, the puzzles

of macroevolution, our uniquely
special Earth, and quantum me-
chanics and its implications for

human thought and free will. One
simple fact that nearly anyone can

understand is that when it comes
to the proposed neo-Darwinian
mechanism of natural selection
operating on random mutations,
evolution works downward, not
up. In other words, when you
take working DNA code and cor-
rupt it with errors and unguided
mutations, the organism deterio-
rates. This now seems obvious to
me, and it should be obvious to
anyone who's ever worked with
software code.

kinds of proteins in the human
body.

To say MU demonstrated “the
synthesis of organic compounds
from inorganic constituents” is
more than a stretch; it's a fantas-
tical extrapolation. But to contin-
ue saying it knowing that MU was
conducted using a non-analogous
method and with the wrong
initial conditions is downright
intellectually dishonest.

Walking Dead Science

In 2017, Wells followed up Icons
of Evolution with Zombie Science:
More Icons of Evolution, in which
he noted that MU has been cited
in biology textbooks published as
recently as 2016. Though long dis-
credited, the Miller-Urey fantasy
continues to shuffle on. Just like
the walking dead. e
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“How Big Is the ‘Average’ Protein?”

The Wonderful
Gift of Faith

For those who have eyes to see,
the evidence is everywhere! My
search for evidence for God has
been ongoing for more than 40
years. To this day, | feel like | was
intellectually bullied, pressured to
turn away from God in high school
and college by falsified science. |
abhor bullies of all types and most
especially intellectual bullies—peo-
ple, often professors at top colleg-
es, who think their views are more
important than anyone else’s and
who try to overwhelm others with
questionable science. The truth is
inconvenient to secular intellectu-
als, but honest science points to
God. To quote Lord Kelvin, “If you
study science deep enough and
long enough, it will force you to
believe in God.”

My faith journey has been
a wonderful gift. It's as though,
while following road signs to logic,
| came to a place of indescribable
wonder. | now live in awe of the
majestic design of the universe
and the magnificent technology in
all life. | wake up every morning
giving thanks to God. @
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More Than Matter

A Review of Minding the Brain

by Amanda Witt

I'm an editor for Discovery Institute Press, and one
day last year a friend at church asked what I'd been do-
ing at work lately. “We're putting the final touches on a
book where twenty-five experts in different fields weigh
in on the relationship between the mind and the brain,”

| told her.

She looked perplexed. “But
the mind and the brain are the
same thing,” she said. “Aren’t
they?”

That's the question addressed
in the first big section of Minding
the Brain: Models of the Mind,
Information, and Empirical Science
(2023, 490 pages plus three online-
only chapters).

The Mind-Body Problem

First, a clarification: The term
brain refers to the physical organ
residing inside the skull. The term
mind, as used in this book, refers
to thoughts, consciousness, will,
emotion, soul—any immaterial
part of the self.

Does the mind exist in its own
right or is it purely a byproduct
of the physical brain, much like
smoke is a byproduct of fire? If
the mind does exist apart from the
brain, what is the precise relation-
ship between the two? Does one
give life to the other? Does the
brain dying make the mind depart,
or does the mind departing make
the brain die? Does one control
the other—a one-way street—or
is it a two-way street, with each
influencing the other?

These are a few of the ques-
tions addressed in Minding the
Brain by experts from a wide
range of fields, including neu-
roscience, computer science,
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theology, psychology, social
psychology, quantum theory, and
mathematics.

Because the authors are try-
ing to have fruitful conversations
across disciplines, they mostly
avoid field-spec fic jargon, mak-
ing the book generally accessible
to readers with no background in
any of their fields. Some sections
are more challenging than others
(I had to look up supervenience
and haecceity, and any discussion
of quantum theory will mostly sail
over my head), but | was always
able to at least get the gist of any
given argument, and there are
plenty of more readily understand-
able parts. All told, it's a fascinat-
ing and informative book.

The contributors don’t agree
with each other about the rela-
tionship between mind and brain.
They argue (politely); they refer to
each other’s articles and to com-
ments made by pre-publication
expert reviewers. Sometimes they
persuade each other into a slight
change of position. Sometimes
they heave an exasperated sigh.

Physicalism’s Fatal Flaws

There’s one point, however, upon
which they all agree: we aren't just
meat machines. That is, physicalism
(or materialism, or naturalism—all
referring to the view that mat-

ter is the sole fundamental type

of substance in existence) cannot
provide a credible explanation for
certain immaterial phenomena of
which we are all aware, including
emotions, thoughts, each per-
son'’s sense of himself as a unique
individual, and the experiences of
sensations like pain that require a
coherent “I” (that is, a conscious
subject who retains a stable iden-
tity over time).

The first part of the book is
dedicated to explaining the fatal
flaws in various types of physical-
ism. Later chapters circle back and
put more nails in physicalism’s cof-
fin. Here are just a very few:

Causal logic: How can purely physi-
cal parts such as nerve cells (neu-
rons) produce non-physical cogni-
tive capacities such as the ability to
produce complex language? And
even if we grant causality in that
direction, how can it run the other
way? That is, if every event has a
purely physical cause, then how
can our thoughts cause anything?
How can our mental states affect
our physical body and behavior, as
they clearly do?

Brain experiments: Physical stimu-
lation of the brain by a neurosur-
geon can produce movements,
sensations, perceptions such as
smells, and can even cause the
recall of certain memories; but it
can’t produce “mind actions” such



as abstract reasoning, mathemati-
cal calculations, or volition. Why
not? And when a neurosurgeon
stimulates the brain and causes a
patient’s hand to move, why is the
patient always aware that it was
the neurosurgeon—not the pa-
tient—who caused the movement
to happen? Also, why do brain
waves register before a positive
decision, but not before a negative
one (a veto)?

Craniopagus twins: Why do
conjoined twins who share large
portions of the brain and who can
control each other’s arms and legs
nevertheless have separate selves
and personalities?

Commissurotomies: Why do
people whose brain hemispheres
are severed (split brain) still have
unity of mind?

Near-death experiences: If we're
purely physical beings, how can
people who die on the operating
table or elsewhere and who are
then resuscitated present verifiabl
evidence that they were conscious
throughout the experience—and
conscious in places far from their
dead or dying bodies, witnessing
events on other floors of the hos-
pital, or even across town in other
buildings?

The authors highlight these
and many other evidential chal-
lenges to the materialist view of
the mind/brain. Additionally, they
reflect on artificial intelligence and
how it compares to human creativ-
ity and human emotion; quantum
physics; the non-physicality of
mathematics; and the implica-
tion of our ability to engage over
a period of time in consistent
reflection on these ideas (unity of
consciousness over time). All told,
the anthology makes a powerful
case that physicalism cannot—and
never will—explain aspects of hu-
man existence that you experience
every day. The mind (soul, will, im-
material self) really does exist as its

own non-physical thing.
On this the authors
agree.

Three Models

Beyond that, it's
something of a (very
polite and brainy)
free-for-all, as the
authors hold a variety
of positions on how
to conceptualize the
relationship between
the physical and
nonphysical. Their
views can be loosely
grouped into three
broad categories
(some authors man-
age to blur the lines).

Substance dualists
argue that there are
two types of foun-
dational substances,
the mental and the
physical (unlike physi-
calists, who say that
matter is the only foundational
substance of reality).

Idealists say there’s only one
foundational substance, but it's
not matter—it's mind. All reality
consists of minds and their ideas,
and physical things are aspects of
God's thoughts.

But what if, as William (Bill)
Dembski and C. Eric Jones argue,
the most fundamental aspect of
reality isn"t matter or mind, but
the unseen web of relationships,
information, and communication
tying everything (physical and im-
material) together? In a relational
ontology model, things exist not in
themselves but insofar as they re-
late to other things. Pushing back
against the idealists, Dembski ar-
gues that we aren’t just thoughts
of God; God, so the Genesis ac-
count says, spoke creation into ex-
istence. Words, alas, can’t be taken
back. They are separate from us
in a way that thoughts are not. So
God's spoken creation gives us free
will in a way that a thought-based
creation could not.

More Than the
Materialists Say

"l get it,” said my friend, when |
ran through a tiny fraction of all
this, which is itself only the very
tiniest fraction of Minding the
Brain. "The mind and the brain are
different, even though we tend to
use those terms interchangeably.
And we shouldn't, because we're
inadvertently misstating who we
are.”

Exactly. Whether you end
up aligning with some version of
dualism, or idealism, or relational
ontology, one thing is clear: We
are more than the materialists say.
There are more things in heaven
and earth than are dreamt of in
physicalist philosophies. And there
are more people—intelligent,
educated people—pondering and
discussing these things than you
might imagine.

Minding the Brain opens the
door onto some of those “more
thans.” @
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A Life-Affirming Li e

Dr. Paul Saba Takes After the Great Physician
by Katie Breckenridge

Dr. Paul Saba is a physician based in Quebec who has
spent his career, both at home and abroad, living out
what it means to enact the “Good Samaritan” model of
healthcare. He has provided medical services in under-
developed countries, helped the financially disadvan-
taged to receive life-saving medications, and worked
tirelessly to keep his Quebec community hospital,
Lachine Hospital, running, so that every person has ac-
cess to needed healthcare services. His 2020 book, Made
to Live: A Physician’s Journey to Save Life, details his
arduous battle against Canada’s euthanasia and assisted-
suicide laws, as well as his endeavors to save and honor
the lives of his patients from their natural beginnings to
their natural ends.

a severe cardiac abnormality, that
she probably was a Down's baby,
and that we should consider our
options. That was code for “abor-
tion.” We said, “Absolutely not.”
And they continued to ask that
question all the way up to the
time that she was delivered. They
would call my wife and say, “Have

Your book is called Made to Live.
What do you mean by this, and
how did you come up with that
title?

Before my daughter Jessica was
born, we were told at 20- and
24-weeks' gestation that she had
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you reconsidered?” because in
Canada, with abortion, there is no
time limit. Third-trimester abortion
in our province can be used for
exceptional circumstances, includ-
ing “social crisis.”

“Social crisis” could mean
anything.

That's right. My wife was very
clear. She said, “You do everything
for my baby.” Even though our
laws will benefit the mom over
the baby, my wife showed how
committed she was to the birth of
this baby. Jessica was born, and
they had to do a procedure at six
days. They opened up the valve,
and her heart started to func-
tion. Then they had to do a redo
procedure at 11 months. Recently,
during a routine exam, the car-
diologist said, “If | didn't know
what she had been through, |
would never know she had a heart
malformation.”

When Jessica was seven, |
asked her to draw a picture of our
family. She drew the picture of a
family—Dad, Mom, sis, bro, “me,
Jessica”—and above she wrote,
“Made to Live.” That motivated
me to write the book.



I love that. Why wouldn’t you
do all you can to save your child
instead of snuffing out her life
prematurely?

Every aspect of life is stressful,

and we do everything we can to
alleviate it. We don’t prevent life,
because we'd be preventing life
every step along the way if we
tried to remove all the stresses and
difficulties. That's why the book is
about life from birth to the natural
end, so that it's a continuum. I've
had people in the anti-euthanasia
movement say, “You shouldn’t
talk about abortion.” | said, “No,
abortion is similar. It's ending a life
somewhere along the continuum.”

How did you work against the
legalization of assisted suicide and
euthanasia in Canada?

I've done many different actions
from many different levels. I've
participated in parliamentary
commissions. I've sent briefs. I've
done a petition drive. I've held
conferences. I've participated in
court and was able to stop the law
for two weeks in our province. The
attorney general sided with me,
and then they did an about-face a
short time later. The prime minis-
ter, Justin Trudeau, spoke out in
support of euthanasia during the

court proceedings. | decried this as
government interference.

The attorney general of
Canada and Quebec submitted
to the court that | should not be
allowed to speak or write against
it. Since | wasn't impartial, | would
have to make a public statement
[saying] that I'd be willing to be
euthanized before | could speak in
court against it. That goes against
our Canadian charter of rights and
freedoms. Thankfully, the judge
didn’t ac-

Have you ever known doctors to
be wrong about a diagnosis, or
wrong about how long a patient
has left to live?

| had a patient who was told he
had lung cancer. He said that if
euthanasia had been legal, he
wouldn’t have gone to treatment;
he would’ve just taken euthanasia.
In Canada, the law doesn’t require
you to undergo investigation or
treatment. You

cept their can say, “That's
argument If they can mandate enough infor-
about that . . mation for me,
part. The vaccines, which have | want to be
problem is certain side effects—I've  euthanized”
that it shows If you can fin
how far our always been opposed to two doctors
gc_)vernments mandated anything— willing to sign,
will go to they can sign
oppose and why can they not off. For all
suppress i intents and pur-
any oppos- mandate euthanasia’ poses, it looked
ing views. like he had lung
They’ll do cancer. All the x-

anything they can to prevent any
opposition to the expansion of this
“program.”

Once euthanasia becomes
legal, it can take away people’s
rights, kind of like vaccines. If they
can mandate vaccines, which have
certain side effects—I've always
been opposed to mandated any-
thing—why can they not mandate
euthanasia?

Dr. Paul Saba and his family

rays and scans confirmed lung can-
cer. We were able to convince him
to undergo a biopsy, and it turned
out to be lymphoma. At one point,
the resident had told him he didn’t
have lymphoma [but] had lung
cancer, so he had misinformed the
patient. The patient underwent
treatment several years ago, and
he hasn’t had any recurrence. He's
very much alive.

| bring out in the book that for
an estimate of doctors’ diagnostic
errors in the U.S., you can look at
insurance claims. For medical/legal
claims there is up to about a 20
percent error rate in the diagnosis
of severe illnesses. So not only do
| have anecdotal reports, but it's
also known in insurance research.

What'’s the most common reason
you’'ve seen for people requesting
assisted death?

Most of the reasons people do
it is because they don’t want to
be a burden. They feel alone and

Fall 2024 59



SALV® #70 / Department / PERSON OF INTEREST

isolated. They can’t do the activi-
ties that they used to do.

They feel a duty to die. They feel
useless.

Yes. A lot of it is psychosocial dis-
tress. Occasionally the reason will
be pain, but there's no reason for
people to have pain with all the
medications we have.

God wants us to be actively
involved in helping people, com-
forting them, healing them, [but]
never shortening people’s lives.
| like Dietrich Bonhoeffer. One
of his famous quotes was “not
to speak is to speak, and not to
act is to act.” So when we don‘t
intervene to make people’s lives
better, we're actually condon-
ing what is going on, and that’s
why | can’t stand aside when | see
people’s lives being shortened
through euthanasia and assisted
suicide. And I'm a strong advocate
for more screening tests. If we can
prevent cancers by doing more
and better screening, we can give
people a chance.

How can we make the lives of the
dying meaningful?

I think we need to be there. We
need to support them, spend time
with them, and help them. If they
can’t cook, find ways to bring
meals to them, or groceries. When
people fall sick, they're fina -
cially strained. They can’t work.
Insurance often doesn’t cover all
that they need. If you can’t person-
ally deliver groceries, you can send
them. If you can, visit them. It's
always nice to be there and be
with them.

Show them that they're still
valuable and worthy of life and
dignity.

Yes. | talk in my book about a fel-
low who wanted to die, and his
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neighbor came by and just spent
time with him, and he changed
his mind. Spending time with that
person changed his whole view
because he didn't feel alone.

Let me ask about healthcare

in Canada. You have said that
universal healthcare isn't as great
as people seem to think.

| wouldn’t say that Canada should
take on a private-care system like
the U.S., but | think what we need
to do is make sure everybody

has healthcare coverage so that
nobody is deprived of medical
care and so that euthanasia and
assisted suicide won’t be the least-
expensive alternative.

Canada is promoting it for sav-
ings. Once people are sick, they're
not productive. You can’t work
when you're sick. The insurance
companies see it as a benefit, too,
because then they don’t have to
pay for ongoing treatment. What
we have to change is the mindset,
not so much the type of healthcare
system.

We need to be building capac-
ity. | often talk about the Titanic.
People died because there was
a lack of lifeboats. We need to
provide more lifeboats. During
the Covid epidemic, they talked
about limiting access to intensive-
care beds. They were going to
deny critical care to anyone with
less than a 70 percent score on a
survival-evaluation scale. Intensive
care and hospitals should be there
to care for people who need care
and not reject people who are con-
sidered complicated and in need
of extra care.

Is there anything else you'd like
readers to know about the work
of making assisted death illegal?

| think the greatest danger is
apathy. And apathy can come in
many ways—apathy of thinking
it doesn’t concern me, | will never

sign up for it, and it probably
won't affect my family. Of course,
that's false because they’re discuss-
ing opening it up for children in
Canada. Right now, if you have
any child or family member 18 and
over, it's done independently of
family involvement because the
person is considered an adult. And
eventually it will be for children as
young as 11 or 12, without fam-
ily involvement, because they’'ll
be considered mature children,
even though they can’t always see
around the bend. Children don’t
always make the best choices.
That's why they’re not allowed to
sign up for credit cards by them-
selves, get married, or drive a car.
The other thing is the apathy
of the community, including
churches. Assisted death is very
ingrained here in Quebec. | think,
in the church, it needs to be spo-
ken about. Tragically, they often
strongly oppose bringing up these
subjects because they say it's not
the place of the church to bring up
debates about abortion, euthana-
sia, and other life issues.

That's absolutely the place of the
church.

Jesus spoke out against what the
Pharisees were doing during his
time. He was very countercultural.
To be a follower of Christ and of
his example is to go against the
culture, and the churches who
refuse to do that are not following
Christ’s teaching. It's anti-Christian
to not do everything in one’s
power to speak for and support
and act for life. It's anti-Christian
to not support and promote life
from conception to natural death.
We're created in the image of
God, and when we kill a person,
we're killing God's image. They
always say, “dying with dignity,”
but suicide and euthanasia are
undignified dying. @
—To learn more about Dr. Saba
or to contact him, visit www.
MadeTolLive.com.
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New Atheists for Christ

A Review of Coming to Faith Through Dawkins:
|2 Essays on the Pathway from New Atheism to

Christianity, edited by Denis Alexander & Alister McGrath

by Joshua Pauling

If in the early 2000s someone had said that New
Atheism would be digging its own grave by the 2020s,
I'm not sure anyone would have believed it. New
Atheism was an edgier and bolder form of unbelief pro-
moted by such energetic and quick-witted figures as Sam

Harris, Daniel Dennett, Christopher Hitchens, and Richard

Dawkins (dubbed the Four Horsemen of the movement),
who published bestselling critiques of religion and
packed out auditoriums with people eager to hear their
takedowns of Christianity. But now, in 2024, Hitchens
and Dennett are deceased; Sam Harris seems more inter-
ested in meditation and “spirituality without religion”;’
and Richard Dawkins says he is a “cultural Christian.”?

What in the world has happened?
Part of the answer can be found

in Coming to Faith Through
Dawkins, a compilation of es-

says from a variety of converts to
Christianity whose stories inter-
sect with Dawkins and the New
Atheism. For anyone looking to
get a basic grasp of both the al-
lure of the movement and how

its shine rubbed off, this book is a
good place to start. McGrath and
Alexander are the perfect editors
for the project, as they are both
topflight academics in the realm of
science and religion, and they have
interacted extensively with the
New Atheism both intellectually
and personally.

Dawkins’s Paradoxical
Deliverances

McGrath begins with a helpful
foreword that maps out the move-
ment right up to current happen-
ings on the ground. The cultural
mood has shifted, he notes, “as

many who had initially embraced
the New Atheism found that it
failed to deliver the secure knowl-
edge they longed for or a sustain-
able vision of the ‘good life.”” He
lays out five key elements of what
is leading many people away from
atheism and toward a reconsidera-
tion of God.

e Dawkins's public attacks on
Christianity ironically “generated
a surge of interest in exploring
religious faith.”

e Dawkins’s own arguments in

his bestselling The God Delusion
have been heavily criticized by
“leading atheist philosophers who
were alarmed at the damage they
thought his shrill and superficia
engagement with life's deepest
questions was doing to the intel-
lectual reputation of atheism.”

e Dawkins's outlook on religion
was deeply shaped by “an un-
critical acceptance of the ‘warfare’
model of the relation of science
and religion.”

e Dawkins's trenchant certitude
actually mirrored the “religious
fundamentalism” he critiqued.

¢ Dawkins's growing celebrity and
cult of personality increasingly ap-
peared as “a new religious move-
ment, with its infallible prophets
and authoritative texts,” mirroring
as well the very dogmas and prac-
tices he critiqued.

New Christians

These themes and more are woven
throughout the essays of the
twelve contributors, who repre-
sent a wide range of countries, life
experiences, and professions. They
are scientists, historians, profes-
sors, pastors, lawyers, engineers,
and artists, and readers will fin
their stories accessible, genuine,
and inspiring. Most of all, readers
will come away with a renewed
sense of the mysterious ways

in which God makes all things
work together to bring people to
himself—even through such an
unlikely “evangelist” as Richard
Dawkins. @

Notes

1. Sam Harris, Waking Up: A Guide to
Spirituality Without Religion (2014).

2. Walter Sanchez Silva, “Famous Atheist
Richard Dawkins Says He Considers Himself a
‘Cultural Christian’,” National Catholic Register
(April 3, 2024).
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The Truth in True Crime: What Investigating Death
Teaches Us About the Meaning of Life
by J. Warner Wallace

The beloved ex-atheist cold case detective has come out with another winner. Here,
Det. Wallace weaves together vignettes based on real-life crime investigations, an-
cient wisdom which includes (but is not limited to) Scriptural teachings, and contem-
porary findings from social-science research to produce 15 rock-solid principles about
life and how to live it in any time, place, or season. While true crime fans will espe-
cially like it, this book is for anyone desiring to “do life” well.

Troubled: A Memoir of Foster Care, Family
& Social Class

by Rob Henderson

Rob Henderson lived with ten different families before he was adopted into a moder-
ately stable family around age eight. Remarkably, he went on to serve in the U.S. Air
Force and then graduate from Yale and Cambridge University. Although some of the
social-critique implications lurking in the background are devastating, this story is both
insightful and hopeful. Two takeaway conclusions (among many) are: “the poor reap
what the luxury belief class sows” and family stability matters more than wealth or
education.

How to Build a Better Life: A New Roadmap for
Women Who Want to Prioritize Love & Family
by Suzanne Venker

Venker says that when it comes to sex, relationships, work, marriage, and family,

our culture is so toxic we are numb to it. Her straight talk about dating and rela-

tionships, the differences between men and women, and playing the long game

for a satisfying life offers bracing (and refreshing) ideological detox for the next
generation. She writes to young women, but parents
and grandparents will find here potent truth bombs to
pack away and share with anyone who will listen.

You Are Mine
by Sister Anastasia

When a broken twenty-something addict began practicing meditation as part of
her recovery, it led to “plant medicine” therapies, witchcraft, and a host of occult
spiritual rituals. She was a sought-after practitioner until an encounter with Christ
and a stay at an Orthodox monastery set her heart on a new love. This is her mem-
oir of that old life and the season of deprogramming

by which she learned to see with new eyes, take up her

cross, and follow the One who js Spirit and Life.

Shepherds for Sale: How Evangelical Leaders
Traded the Truth for a Leftist Agenda
by Megan Basham

Basham examines questionable developments at the intersection of American
evangelicalism and certain political ideologies: climate change, immigration, race,
sex, and more. Names are named, but only where statements, transactions, or
events are on the record. Christians are directed to guard sound doctrine while
being wise as serpents yet innocent as doves. This heavily documented journalistic
tour de force abides by all three directives and will help you do the same.
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The Final War: The 100-Year Plot to Defeat America

The People’s Republic of China was formed in 1949 with the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) as the nation’s sole ruling power and avowed Marxist Mao Zedong
as CCP chairman. EpochTV takes a sweeping look at CCP documents, rhetoric,
and actions from the beginning with an eye toward discerning CCP intentions as
a global player. Does the CCP want to coexist peacefully with other nations, or
does it have more aggressive designs toward the

free world? Every freedom-lover should see this

film before glibly answering that question.

= sdijg wji4

The 1916 Project: The Lyin’, the Witch,
and the War We're In

Revolutions don’t just pop up out of nowhere.
Margaret Sanger opened the first American birth
control clinic in 1916, but she didn’t create a culture of death alone. Pro-life
dynamo Seth Gruber traces the sexual chaos of today to Sanger and a cadre of
racist eugenicists, socialists, and sexual radicals of her
ilk on both sides of the Atlantic. His goal is to educate
and rally the church to stand up and contend for righ-
teousness and truth in our perilously wayward day.
More information at The1916Project.com.

Grid Down, Power Up

American life is heavily dependent on electricity—to the extent that an outage of
just a few days could lead to unrest, instability, even death. This film contends that
the U.S. power grid is poorly secured and is therefore alarmingly vulnerable to attack
(physical and cyber) by hostile enemies but that with planning and wise investment,
the risks can be minimized. Well-made, informative, and available free on YouTube
(with ads). See GridDownPowerUp.com for more viewing options.

No Farmers No Food: Will You Eat the Bugs?

Global elites tell us that climate change is responsible for rising food
prices and that traditional agriculture is responsible for climate change.
Proposed “green” solutions include replacing beef, pork, and chicken
with insects and repurposing farmland. But what if it's green policies that
have been driving up food prices to begin with? And what might be some
consequences of sitting idly by while global powers double down on
them? This EpochTV documentary explores those questions and more.

Prisha Mosley:
A Detransitioner’s
Pregnancy Journey

After being sexually

assaulted as an adolescent, Prisha felt like she could only
engage safely with a man if she were a man. She went on
testosterone and had a double mastectomy before changing
her mind and detransitioning. To her utter shock, she later
became pregnant. She tells her story and explains the mani-
fold pregnancy complications caused by “gender-affirmin
harm” (her term) in this short YouTube film, in hopes of sav-
ing others from suffering the same harm.
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Queer Biology

Atheist Scientists Call Out Academic Quackery
by John Stonestreet & Shane Morris

A recent video from the PBS Eons YouTube channel
wrestled with how to distinguish between male and
female dinosaurs when all that is left are bones. The host
defined biological sex as applied to these extinct crea-
tures: “In this script, we'll be using ‘male’ and ‘female’

as shorthand for ‘sperm-producing’ and ‘egg-producing’
individuals.” This definition is essentially correct. A given

individual, whether human or dinosaur, just is male or fe-

male. We identify sex; we don’t “assign” it. Sex is objec-
tive and binary and has to do with the two distinct roles

in reproduction.

Biological Pseudoscience

Unfortunately, not every source
of science education is this clear.
For example, evolutionary biolo-
gist Colin Wright recently called
out Yale University for a lecture
that redefined sex according to
queer theory. According to slides
from Yale’s BIOL 104: Principles of
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology,
“Sex is not an inherent, binary fact
about a gene, a genome, a zygote
or an embryo” but instead is a
“cluster of iterative, coevolved,
differentiated reproductive
homologies.” Additionally, the
materials for the course (required
for all pre-med students) claimed
that “sex is not determined.” It is
“a fact about history, not indi-
viduals,” “a performance of the
self,” and “biology needs queer
theory.”

To which Wright (rightly)
objected: “This is pure biologi-
cal pseudoscience masquerading
as science. This is a lecture | can
envision Deepak Chopra giving.”
His criticisms echoed Richard
Dawkins, who earlier this year
slammed Scientific American for
running an article that similarly
questioned the reality of sex.
Interestingly, these old-school
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biologists both offered the same
alternative definition that PBS
did: Sex is the binary distinction
between sperm producers and
egg producers.

It's interesting how many
biologists, even if deeply critical
of the idea of God or an intel-
ligent designer, understand that
male and female are fundamental
realities of embodied life. Those
scientists still committed to report-
ing what they see in the creation
aren't confused about the purpose
and function of this binary, even
if they fail to acknowledge the
Creator behind it.

A More Complete
Picture

Christians, on the other hand,

do acknowledge both the binary
found in creation and the Creator
of it. This allows us to offer a more
complete definition of male and
female, one that not only consid-
ers organs and gametes, but the
ordered whole into which they
fit. As Abigail Favale wrote in

her book The Genesis of Gender,
a human female isn"t merely an
“egg producer,” but an individual
whose whole body is organized
around the potential to carry new

life. A human male isn't just a
“sperm producer,” but an individu-
al whose whole body is organized
around the potential to impreg-
nate a female.

This means that even those
who, through age or injury, have
lost these abilities and those who
never realize their reproductive
potential, are fully male or female.
In fact, these two body plans are
so fundamental to human identity
that even rare “intersex” defects
are recognized because they devi-
ate from the binary. Far from prov-
ing some kind of “third gender,”
such tragic disorders show how
essential male and female are.

The fact that more honest
scientists find it necessary to call
out prestigious institutions for
embracing unscientific gender
nonsense says a lot about the as-
sault on reality happening right
now. Biology doesn’t need “queer
theory.” It needs a worldview
that grounds the givens of reality,
instead of a socially constructed
ideology that sees everything as a
social construct. e

—This article first appeared at
Breakpoint.org. Used with per-
mission of the Colson Center for
Christian Worldview.
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BANG! LIGHTNING
STRIKES THE POND!

SIMIAN SUCCESS!
NOW THINGS WILL
REALLY GET HAIRY!

Take turns rolling the 12 dodecahedron dice
to accomplish increasingly difficult combinations.

Can you get all twelve numbers to turn up in one roll?
CONGRATULATIONS! YOUR ADVENTURE BEGINS!

WHAT ARE THE
ODDS!? YOU'VE
REPLICATED
YOURSELF!

YOUR MONKEY’S
GONE
NEANDERTHAL!
BUT DO YOU HAVE
THE TOOLS TO
REACH THE NEXT
LEVEL?

YOU'VE GOT A NEW

YOU'RE OUT OF THE
PRIMORDIAL SOUP!

YOU'VE REACHED
YOUR FINAL FORM!
DARWIN HIMSELF!

POWER! TIME TO
LEG IT!

YOU BOARD THE H.M.S.
BEAGLE A HERO AND
WIN THE GAME! ON TO
ENGLAND TO RETIRE IN

STYLE IN YOUR VICTORIAN

COUNTRY ESTATE!
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